[image: image1.wmf]


Acknowledgement

Curriculum

The following people served on the Literature

Curriculum Review Committee in 2007:

Darby-

Lone Rock-Eve Wight

Hamilton-Nikki McConnell, Shirly Smith, Patty Holmes, Jean Steele, Maryellen Meeks, Teri Vore, 
Stevensville-Karla Baney, Luke Zuckerman

Victor-David Jamison, Dan Johnston

Coordinators-Kathleen Dent, Ernie Jean

In July 2007, the committee met with the Ravalli Curriculum Consortium for twenty hours of concentrated Literature curriculum development. The committee reviewed current practices, student achievement data, current research, and existing Literature curriculum from each district, curriculum guides from other states, the National Standards, and the Montana Standards. The curriculum guide which follows is the culmination of this work.

Gratitude and appreciation are extended to the individual committee members for their hard work and dedication.

Philosophy

POSITION STATEMENT

COMMUNICATION ARTS

2007

To fully implement the revised curriculum, it is the position of the assembled committee that the following areas must be considered and goals established to ensure implementation with fidelity.
RESOURCES

1.
Reinstitute and continue the sixth grade reading class. 

2.
Create a full time curriculum director position.

3.
Fully staff and fund a K-5 gifted and talented program and a 6-12 gifted and talented program

4.
Provide sufficient time to cover the curriculum.

5.
Provide sufficient class offerings to cover the curriculum for grades 6-12.

6.
Provide adequate and consistent preparatory time through the grade levels.

7.
Cycle textbooks, novels, and technology regularly to keep current and useful.

8.
Provide media literacy materials for the classroom K-12.

9.
Provide cross-curricular remediation materials and gifted and talented materials K-12.

10.
Explore the incorporation of the sixth grade Houghton Mifflin reading program that the elementary grades are using.

11.
Provide adequate space and rooms to teach and store materials for K-5.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

1.
All teachers in all content areas are responsible for the instruction of the reading and communication arts curriculum.

2.
Provide all teachers with in-service on the teaching of reading skills, especially middle and high school level teachers.

3.
Provide time for teachers to meet bi-annually during PIR time to vertical team and to check progress being made on servicing the curriculum.

4.
Establish a line item budget item for the purpose of mentoring new teachers and  teachers who have been reassigned to new classes.

5.
Involve library/media specialists in the staff development process.

CULTURE AND ETHICS

1.
Expose students to as many different cultures as possible, with an emphasis on American Indian cultures.

2.               Promote consistent and appropriate instruction on paraphrasing, plagiarism, and document reproduction. 

ASSESMENT/ACCOUNTABILITY

1.
Ensure recommendations are implemented by the administration.

2.
Implement the curriculum in a period of five years, then re-evaluate and revise.

3.
Schedule time for staff to meet and vertical team to review curriculum.
TECHNOLOGY

1.
Budget for maintenance and replacement of technology so that labs and other resources can remain current enough to be useful.

2.
Budget for updated textbooks and teaching resources on a regular schedule. 

Hamilton Implementation Plan

6 Year

	
	WHAT 
	HOW
	WHO
	WHEN
	MEASURMENT

	YEAR 1

ADOPTION
	District Approval –Board Adoption

Staffing Needs

Develop Accountability/Assessment  Plan

Identify needs-Staff  Development -Staffing 

Review & Adopt 6-12 & Remedial Materials


	Present  to School Board & Staff (Make Staff Copies)

Develop K-12 Plans, Accountability/Assessment Staff Development

Develop Checklist/Flowchart

Implement Position Statements
	Administration/Building Committees

Administration/Building Committees

Administration

Administration/Building Committees
	Fall/Spring

Fall/Spring

Fall/Spring

Fall/Spring
	Board Approval 

Copies Made and Distributed

Plans developed

Attendance/Adoption of Materials



	YEAR 2

IMPLEMENTATION
	Implement Curriculum and Materials

Continuation of staff Development /orientation

Implement Staff Accountability and Assessment Plans

	Implement Position Statement – Vertical Tem

Early Out/PIR

Monitor Checklist/Flowchart
	All Staff

Staff Development/Administration

Administration
	On Going

PIR day workshop

On Going
	Administration Evaluation Form Evaluate Revise

Administration Evaluation Form Evaluate Revise

Administration Evaluation Form Evaluate Revise



	YEAR 3 

IMPLEMENTATION
	Review/Evaluate previous years and begin planning for new cycle
	Use Curriculum Guide as Educational tool

Needs Assessment


	Administration/Committee

Committee Representative


	Fall

Spring
	Checklist/Flowchart

Survey 

	YEAR 4

MONITOR
	Review/Evaluate previous years and begin planning for new cycle
	Use Curriculum Guide as Educational tool

Needs Assessment


	Administration/Committee

Committee Representative


	Fall

Spring
	Checklist/Flowchart

Survey 

	YEAR 5

REVIEW/SUMMARY
	Review/Evaluate previous years and begin planning for new cycle
	Use Curriculum Guide as Educational tool

Needs Assessment


	Administration/Committee

Committee Representative


	Fall

Spring
	Checklist/Flowchart

Survey 

	YEAR 6

REVIEW/REVISE
	Preplanning with new curriculum committee
	Meet with recommend committee
	Curriculum director/committee 
	Spring
	 Evaluate 


Philosophy

Literature encompasses the history of thought and experience of the world’s cultures from the beginning of oral and written traditions to the present. Students experience literature through listening, reading, and reflection, activities which leads to the discovery of individual and universal ideas, themes and experience. Through literature, students are exposed to the unique perspectives of various cultures, as well as the universal concerns of mankind. Thus, students understand and contemplate their lives within the context of human experience. Literature presents various paradigms which readers use to construct their own framework for understanding the world. The goals of literature in education are to enable students to become critical and reflective thinkers and to make learning a lifelong pursuit for personal growth, fulfillment, and enjoyment. Thus, students become responsible, ethical citizens who are culturally sensitive and aware. 
Definitions

Standards

Indicate what students should know, understand, and be able to do in a specific content area.

Benchmarks

Define the expectations for students’ knowledge, skills, and abilities along a developmental continuum focused at three points-at the end of grade 4, the end of grade 8, and grade 12.

Skills and knowledge

Define the expectations for students’ knowledge, skills, and abilities at each level, K-12

Numbering 

The skills and knowledge objectives are referenced to the standard, objective and benchmark. If the skill addresses more that one benchmark, it is separated by a comma, For example: 1.1.2, 3 references standard 1, object 1, benchmarks 2 and 3.

Flexibility

This document was created by dedicated individuals from the following schools: Victor, Stevensville, Lone Rock, Hamilton, and Darby. Montana State standards and Benchmarks were targeted when listing skills and knowledge for each grade level. However, it is understood that areas of study have been addressed at different grade levels from school to school.

Genres

See pages 44-46

Literature – Kindergarten

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences.

1.2

Identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works.

1.3

Retell key events of literary works in sequence.

1.4

Make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works.

1.5

Make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary works.

1.6

Respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.


	1.1.1

Relate new literary works to personal experience.

1.2.2

Identify the basic facts and ideas presented in a literary work.
1.3.3

Retell or re-enact a story placing events in correct sequence.

1.4.4

Identify and compare elements of stories including characters, setting, and key events.

1.5.5

Predict and confirm outcomes when listening to a story.

1.6.6

Produce art or movement to express ideas and feelings generated by literary works.
1.7.6

Participate (e.g., clapping, chanting, choral reading) in the reading of poetry by responding to the rhyme.



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration).

2.2

Demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving).

2.3

Increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary thesaurus, glossary) to understand literary works.

2.4

Identify how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the meaning of literary works.
	2.1.2

Determine whether a literary selection that is heard is realistic or fantasy.

2.2.2

Answer who, what, when, and where questions when listening to a selection.

2.3.3

Increase vocabulary through use of pictures, context, and discussion.

2.4.4

Experience and respond to a variety of literary works.



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2    

Select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre).
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	 3.1.1,2,3

Students experience selecting literature for the purpose of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.

3.2.1

Students are exposed to a variety of literary works.

3.3.2

Identify and read types of everyday print materials (e.g., storybooks, poems, newspapers, signs, labels).



	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.
4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write move, design compose, sing).

	4.1.2

Select, listen to and discuss stories representing various cultures and tradition (e.g. American Indian).

4.2.2

Listen and respond to stories based on well-known characters, themes, plots, and settings.

4.3.3

Experience literary works through technology, speaking writing, visual and performing arts.

4.4.3

Participate (e.g., react, speculate, join in , read along) when predictably patterned selections of fiction and poetry are read aloud.



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Identify how culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary works.

5.3

Make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences.
	5.1.1

Recognize cultural differences using picture clues.

5.2.2

Use pictures and context to compare one’s culture to the cultures portrayed in literary works.

5.3.3

Make relevant connections between text and personal experiences.




Literature – Grade 1

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences.

1.2

Identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works.

1.3

Retell key events of literary works in sequence.

1.4

Make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works.

1.5

Make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary works.

1.6

Respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.


	1.1.1

Predict what might happen next in a reading selection and relate to prior knowledge.

1.2.2

Identify the plot of a literary selection (heard or read).

13.3

Retell or dramatize a story in correct sequence.

1.4.4

Determine whether a literary selection heard or read is realistic or fantasy.

1.5.5

Make and verify predictions based on information from the story.

1.6.6

Participate (e.g., react, speculate, join in, read along) when predictably patterned selections of fiction and poetry are read aloud.


	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration).

2.2

Demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving).

2.3

Increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary thesaurus, glossary) to understand literary works.

2.4

Identify how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the meaning of literary works.


	2.1.2

Recognize and recall elements and details of story structure, such as sequence of events, character, plot, and setting, in order to reflect on meaning.

2.2.2

Identify and describe the plot, setting, and character (s) in a story, as well as the story’s beginning, middle, and ending.

2.3.3

Describe characters (e.g., traits, roles, similarities) within a literary selection (heard or read) to improve vocabulary. 

2.4.4

Describe the roles of authors and illustrators and their contributions to printed materials. 



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2    

Select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre).
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Choose and read a variety of literary works (e.g., poetry, fiction, non-fiction, etc.).

3.2.2
Recognize and choose literature based on interest and past experience, (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre).

3.3.3

Locate and read books for enjoyment.


	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.
4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write move, design compose, sing).

	4.1.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works reflecting various cultures, ethnic groups, and view points written by both genders.

4.2.2

Make connections and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children’s literature-including poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and drama, from a variety of cultures and time periods.

4.3.3

Recollect, talk, and write about books read during the school year.



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Identify how culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary works.

5.3

Make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences.

	5.1.1

Recognize that stories originate in various cultures.

5.2.2,3

Compare events, characters, and conflicts in literary selections from a variety of cultures to their experiences. 

5.3.3

Relate information and events in a reading selection to life experiences and life experiences to the text.


Literature – Grade 2

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences.

1.2

Identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works.

1.3

Retell key events of literary works in sequence.

1.4

Make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works.

1.5

Make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary works.

1.6

Respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.


	1.1.4

Identify differences between fiction and nonfiction.

1.2.3

Sequence a series of events in a literary selection.

1.3.4

Identify cause and effect of specific events in a literary selection.

1.4.4

Compare and contrast plots, setting, and characters presented by different authors.

1.5.1

Make and confirm predictions about what will happen in a story.

1.6.6

Identify the use of rhythm, rhyme, and alliteration in poetry.

1.7.5

Generate alternative endings to plots and identify the reason or reasons for, and impact of, the alternatives.

1.8.2

Identify and discussing main ideas and supporting details.

1.9.1

Make text-to self and text–to-text connections.

1.10.1

Use strategies to monitor comprehension: e.g., reread, check picture, think about the story to determine what make sense.

1.11.1

Relate text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections


	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration).

2.2

Demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving).

2.3

Increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary thesaurus, glossary) to understand literary works.

2.4

Identify how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the meaning of literary works.


	2.1.1

Identify words that the author selects to create a rich auditory experience (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia).

2.2.4

Identify words that the author selects, in a literary selection, to create a graphic visual experience.

2.3.2

Describe characters (e.g., traits, roles, similarities) within a literary selection.

2.4.2

Describe literary elements of text including characters, setting, (specific events, problem, and solution).

2.5.3

Identify words that the author selects in a literary selection to create a graphic visual experience.

2.6.4

Describe the features of a non-fiction text; e.g., table of contents, index, topic headings, boldfaced words, and glossary.



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2    

Select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, genre).
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Choose and read a variety of literary works, e.g., poetry, fiction, non-fiction.

3.2.2

Recognize and choose literature based on interest, past experiences, and prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre).

3.3.3

Locate and read books for enjoyment.


	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.
4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write move, design compose, sing).

	4.1.2

Recognize that stories originate in various cultures.

4.2.2

Compare events, characters, and conflicts in literary selections from a variety of cultures to their experiences.

4.3.2

Make connections and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children’s literature, print and nonprint, including poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and drama-from a variety of cultures and time periods.

4.4.3

Read a variety of genres, (e.g., fiction including realistic, fantasy, folktales etc. including biographies and autobiographies from various cultures, using a variety of media.



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Identify how culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary works.

5.3

Make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences.

	5.1.3

Relate information and events in a reading selection to life experiences and life experiences to the text.

5.2.2

Compare and contrast different versions of the same stories that reflect different cultures.

5.3.3

Locate details in text to illustrate relevant connections between personal experiences, experiences of others, and other texts.




Literature – Grade 3

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences.

1.2

Identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works.

1.3

Retell key events of literary works in sequence.

1.4

Make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works.

1.5

Make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary works.

1.6

Respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.


	1.1.4

Compare (and contrast) literary elements across stories, including plots, settings, and characters.

1.2.3

Sequence a series of events in a literary selection.

1.3.4

Make relevant connections (e.g., relationships, cause/effect, and comparisons) between earlier events and later events in text.

1.4.4

Identify the speaker or narrator in a selection.

1.5.2

Determine the underlying theme or author’s message in fiction and nonfiction text.

1.6.1

Predict events and actions based upon prior knowledge and text features.

1.7.5

Compare a prediction about an action or event to what actually occurred within a text

1.8.2

Identify characteristics of expository text (e.g. headings, subheadings caption, graphics, tables and conventions of print).
1.9.6

Express own opinion about material read. 



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration).

2.2

Demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving).

2.3

Increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary thesaurus, glossary) to understand literary works.

2.4

Identify how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the meaning of literary works.


	2.1.2

Describe characters (e.g., traits, roles, similarities) within a literary selection.

2.2.2

Comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales, folktales, and fables from around the world.

2.3.1

Identify rhyme, rhythm, repetition, and sensory images in literature.

2.4.2

Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.

2.5.1

Recognize the similarities of sounds in words and rhythmic patterns (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia) in a selection.

2.6.2

Identify the elements of fiction (e.g., problem, solution, character, and setting) and analyze how major events lead from problem to solution.

2.7.3

Identify words that the author selects to create a rich auditory experience (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia) in a literary selection.

2.8.3

Use glossaries, table of contents, and indexes to locate information. 


	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2    

Select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre).
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Distinguish between/among fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays, realistic fiction, biography and narratives, using knowledge of their structural elements.

3.2.3

Locate and read books for enjoyment.

3.3.2

Recognize and choose literature based on interest, past experience, and prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre)


	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.
4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).
4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write move, design compose, sing).

	4.1.1

Distinguish common forms of literature (e.g., poetry, drama, fiction, nonfiction).

4.2.2

Make connections and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children’s literature (e.g., poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and drama) from a variety of cultures and time periods with particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribes. 

4.3.1

Identify characteristics of multi-cultural texts from various genres (e.g., realistic fiction, historical fiction, poetry, folktales, fantasy, fairy tales, plays, non-fiction). 

4.4.2

Compare and contrast versions of the same stories from different cultures (with particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribes).

4.5.3

Respond to literature using technology, art, music, speaking writing, drama, etc. 


	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.
	5.1

Identify how culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary works.

5.3

Make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences.

	5.1.1

Identify cultural influences in texts (e.g., dialects, customs, and traditions).
5.2.3

Make relevant connections between text and personal experiences, experiences of others, and other texts.

5.3.3

Summarize ideas drawn from stories, identifying cause-and-effect relationships interpreting events and ideas, and connecting different works to each other and to real-life experiences.

5.4.2

Compare and contrast different versions of the same stories that reflect different cultures.

5.5.2

Identify personality traits of characters and the thoughts, words and actions that reveal their personalities using a variety of cultural literature.



Literature – Grade 4

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences.

1.2

Identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works.

1.3

Retell key events of literary works in sequence.

1.4

Make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works.

1.5

Make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary works.

1.6

Respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.


	1.1.1

Draw inferences or conclusions about a text based on explicitly stated information.
1.2.1

Make and confirm predictions about text using ideas presented in the text itself.

1.3.2

Identify the main problem or conflict of a plot.

1.4.2

Identify the main idea of a passage when it is not explicitly stated.

1.5.2,3

Identify and/or summarize sequence of events, main ideas, and supporting details in literary selections.

1.6.4

Identify the speaker or narrator in a literary selection (point of view).

1.7.2

Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot, and explain how it is resolved.

1.8.2

Identify all aspects of the setting (e.g., time of day or year or weather, historical period, place, situation).

1.9.1

Predict text content using prior knowledge and text features (e.g., illustrations, titles, topic sentences, key words).

1.10.5

Confirm predictions about text for accuracy. 

1.11.6

Express personal feelings, opinions, and ideas about literary works. (e.g., art, drama, music, writing, etc.) 



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration).

2.2

Demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving).

2.3

Increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary thesaurus, glossary) to understand literary works.
2.4

Identify how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the meaning of literary works.


	2.1.2

Describe characters’ traits using textual evidence (e.g., dialogue, actions, narrations, illustrations).

2.2.2

Compare (and contrast) the characters, events, and setting in a literary selection.

2.3.2

Distinguish between major characters and minor characters.

2.4.3

Understand, learn, and use new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly through informational text, literary text, and instruction across the subject areas.

2.5.3

Develop vocabulary by listening to and discussing both familiar and conceptually challenging selections read aloud across the subject areas.

2.6.2

Identify the resolution of a problem or conflict in a plot.

2.7.1

Define figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification) and identify its use in literary works. 

2.8.4

Identify the moral of literary selection (e.g., fables, folktales, fairytales, and legends).


	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2    

Select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, genre).
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Identify various genres of fiction/non-fiction (e.g., mysteries, science fiction, historical fiction, adventures, fantasies, fables, myths) based upon their characteristics. 

3.2.3

Match reading to purpose (location of information, full comprehension, and personal enjoyment).

3.3.2

Listen to, read, and understand a wide variety of informational and narrative text, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

3.4.1

Identify types of poetry (e.g., free verse, haiku, cinquain, limericks).


	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.
4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write move, design compose, sing).

	4.1.2

Compare and contrast versions of the same stories from different cultures with particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribes.

4.2.2

Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the exploits of one character type and develop theories to account for similar tales in diverse cultures (e.g., American Indian tales).

4.3.3

Compare and contrast tales from different cultures and tell why there are similar tales in diverse cultures.

4.4.2

Describe the historical and cultural aspects found in cross-cultural works of literature.

4.5.3

Respond to literary works through technology, speaking, writing, and visual and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, and sing).

4.6.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.


	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Identify how culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary works.

5.3

Make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences.

	5.1.1

Describe the historical and cultural aspects found in cross-cultural works of literature.

5.2.1

Identify cultural influences in texts (e.g., dialects, customs, and traditions)

5.3.2

Compare and contrast stories of different cultures.

5.4.2

Identify the ways in which characters’ cultures influences their actions.

5.5.3

Summarize ideas drawn from stories, identify cause-and-effect relationships, interpret events and ideas, and connect different works to each other and to real-life experiences. 




Literature – Grade 5

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences and explore questions about the impact of literary elements.

1.2

Identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details, and summarize ideas in own words.

1.3

Summarize stories and identify major literary elements.

1.4

Compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements within and between works.

1..5

Draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works.

1.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.


	1.1.1

Make predictions of new literary works based on previous information and experience.
1.2.2,3

Identify the main idea of literary selection.
1.3.2,3

Explore components of a problem or main events, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution in a plot.

1.4.2

Identify the themes, of literary selections (e.g., fables, folktales, fairytales, legends, myths, moral lesson, meaning, message, view or comment on life). 

1.5.3

Distinguish between major characters and minor characters.

1.6.3

Identify the speaker or narrator in a literary selection (point of view).

1.7.3

Describe a character’s traits using textural evidence (e.g., dialogue, actions, narrations, illustrations).

1.8.3

Identify all aspects of the setting (e.g., time of day or year, weather, historical period, place, situation).

1.8.4

Compare and contrast literary elements (e.g., characters, events, and setting in a literary selection). 

1.9.5

Explore and make inferences and conclusions based on literary works.
1.10.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description, imagery).

2.2

Recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) and evaluate their effectiveness.

2.3

Evaluate how vocabulary and language contribute to literary works.

2.4

Demonstrate and understanding of how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of literary works.

	2.1.1,2

Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction.

2.2.2

Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

2.3.1

Contrast the actions, motives (e.g., loyalty, selfishness, conscientiousness), and character description in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme.

2.4.2

Develop understanding that theme refers to the meaning or moral of a selection and recognize themes (whether implied or stated directly in sample works).
2.5.3

Develop vocabulary by reading and listening to a variety of literary works.
2.6.4

Describe the function and effect of common literary devices (e.g., imagery, hyperbole, personification, metaphor, symbolism).

2.7.4

Evaluate the meaning of archetypal patterns and symbols that are found in myth and tradition by using literature from different eras and cultures. (e.g., American Indian)

2.8.3,4

Evaluate the author’s use of various techniques (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book, logic and credibility of plots and settings, use of figurative language) to influence readers’ perspectives.



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2

Apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and express critical opinions about literary works.
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Select, listen to, read, and review a variety of a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.

3.2.1,2.3

Select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, and genre).

3.3.2

Explore evaluations of literary merit and critical opinions about literary works. 

3.3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.



	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts, (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).

	4.1.1

Select, read, listen to and view a variety of literary works, and genres (e.g., plays fantasy, fiction, non-fiction, etc). 

4.2.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works with emphasis on Montana tribes.).

4.3.2

Describe the historical and cultural aspects found in cross-cultural works of literature. 

4.4.3

Create and share responses of literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, and sing).



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Examine and explain how history, culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare and contrast and variety of perspectives of self, others and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3

Use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic)
	5.1.1

Explore how history, culture, ideas, and issues influence literary works.

5.2.2

Relate one’s culture to the culturse portrayed in literary works.

5.3.3

Relate human experiences expressed in literary works to human experiences of others.




Literature – Grade 6

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences and explore questions about the impact of literary elements.

1.2

Identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details, and summarize ideas in own words.

1.3

Summarize stories and identify major literary elements.

1.4

Compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements within and between works.

1..5

Draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works.

1.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.


	1.1.1

Make predictions of new literary works based on previous information and experience.

1.2.2

Identify the main idea of literary selection if.

1.3.2,3

Describe plot and its components: main event, initiating conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 
1.4.3

Describe all aspects of the setting (e.g., time of day or year, historical period, place, situation).

1.5.3,4

Describe the characteristics and compare and contrast the development of major and minor characters.

1.6.3

Identify stated themes.

1.7.4

Compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements (e.g., plot, setting, characters, and theme) within and between works.

1.8.4,5

Draw inferences and conclusions about the importance of literary elements (e.g., time of day of year, weather, historical period, place, and situation, plot, and theme).

1.9.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description, imagery).

2.2

Recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) and evaluate their effectiveness.
2.3

Evaluate how vocabulary and language contribute to literary works.

2.4

Demonstrate and understanding of how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of literary works.
	2.1.1,3

Identify the characteristics and structural elements of poetry (e.g., rhyme alliteration, repetition, and figurative language). 

2.2.2

Identify and explain the theme in prose, poetry, and drama.

2.3.4

Draw conclusions about the style, mood, language, and meaning of literary text.

2.4.3,4

Identify the narrative point of view first person, third person, omniscient.

2.5.1,3

Identify the characteristics and structural elements of prose (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description, imagery). 



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2

Apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and express critical opinions about literary works.
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Recognize structural elements of poetry based on selections from a range of works, (e.g. stanza, verse, rhyme scheme, alliteration, consonance, assonance, rhythm, figurative language. 

3.2.1

Recognize various genres of fiction (e.g., mystery, science fiction, romance, realistic fiction, historical fiction, fantasy, adventure, sports, and action).

3.3.2

Apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and explore critical opinions about literary works.

3.4.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purpose of experiencing literary works includes personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.  



	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).
4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts, (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).

	4.1.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

4.2.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works with emphasis on Montana tribes).

4.3.3

Create and share response to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, and sing).



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.
	5.1

Examine and explain how history, culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare and contrast and variety of perspectives of self, others and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3

use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic)
	5.1.1

Examine how history culture, ideas, and issues influence literary works (e.g., and early 20th century perspective on Columbus’ exploration of the new world versus an early 21st century viewpoint).

5.2.2

Recognize a variety of perspectives of self, others, and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3.3

Make associations between ideas expressed in literary works, personal experiences, and the experiences of others.




Literature – Grade 7 

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences and explore questions about the impact of literary elements.

1.2

Identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details, and summarize ideas in own words.

1.3

Summarize stories and identify major literary elements.

1.4

Compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements within and between works.

1..5

Draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works.

1.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.


	1.1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information experiences.

1.2.2

Identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details of a literary selection.

1.3.3
Analyze plot development (e.g., conflict, subplots, parallel episodes) to determine how conflicts are resolved.
1.4.1,3,4

Analyze influence of setting on the conflict and resolution.

1.5.1,3,4

Recognize methods of characterization and compare and connect to literary works.
1.6.3

Identify stated and unstated themes.

1.7.5

Draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works.

1.8.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description, imagery).

2.2

Recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) and evaluate their effectiveness.

2.3

Evaluate how vocabulary and language contribute to literary works.

2.4

Demonstrate and understanding of how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of literary works.

	2.1.1

Explain common structures and stylistic elements of poetry: rhythm, line break, alliteration, consonance, assonance, repetition, figurative language.

2.2.2

Recognize multiple themes both, stated and implied, in literary works.

2.3.2,4

Draw conclusions and identify the impact of style, mood, and meaning of literary texts.

2.4.3

Analyze how word choice contributes to the impact of literary works. 

2.5.2,4

Explain point of view: first, third, and omniscient.

2.6.1,4

Describe the characteristics and structural elements of poetry in a given selection: haiku, epic, lyric, sonnet, ballad, free verse.



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2

Apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and express critical opinions about literary works.
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Select a variety of poetry works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.

3.2.1

Select a variety of works of fiction expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.

3.3.2

Explore given criteria to evaluate literary merit and begin forming critical opinions about literary works.

3.4.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.



	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts, (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).

	4.1.1

Select, read, listen to, view, and compare and contrast a variety of literary cross-cultural works.

4.2.1,2,3

Demonstrate knowledge of various cultures, ethnic groups, and traditional and contemporary viewpoints, written by both genders, through discussion and research. 

4.3.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, and sing).



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Examine and explain how history, culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare and contrast and variety of perspectives of self, others and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3

Use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic)
	5.1.1

Develop understanding of the influence of history, culture, ideas, and issues to literary works.
5.2.2

Explore a variety of perspectives of self, others, and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3.3

Use literary works to explore understanding of the many dimensions of human experiences (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic).




Literature – Grade 8

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences and explore questions about the impact of literary elements.

1.2

Identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details, and summarize ideas in own words.

1.3

Summarize stories and identify major literary elements.

1.4

Compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements within and between works.

1..5

Draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works.

1.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.


	1.1.1,3

Predict probable future outcomes supported by the text and explore questions about the impact of literary elements.

1.2.2,5

Infer the main ideas when not explicitly stated and support with evidence from the text. 

1.3.3

Analyze plot development through elements of a story.

1.4.3

Analyze how the setting affects the mood and tone of the text.

1.5.3

Identify the motives (e.g., loyalty, selfishness, and conscientiousness) of characters in a work of fiction, including contrasting motives that advance the plot or promote the theme, and discuss their importance to the plot or theme.

1.6.4

Compare/contrast, and make connections of the characteristics and structural elements of poetry within and between works. 

1.7.5

Infer unstated reasons for actions based on evidence in the text.

1.8.6

Respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description, imagery).

2.2

Recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) and evaluate their effectiveness.

2.3

Evaluate how vocabulary and language contribute to literary works.

2.4

Demonstrate an understanding of how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of literary works.

	2.1.1

Identify the effect of figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, idiom, and hyperbole).

2.2.2

Identify and analyze the development of literary themes based on evidence in the text.
2.3.2

Identify and analyze the development of literary themes such as symbolism, dialect, and irony which define a writer’s style.

2.4.2,3

Analyze and contrast the use of point of view, such as first-person, third-person, limited and omniscient, and subjective and objective, in literary text, and explain how it affects text.

2.5.3

Evaluate how word choice contributes to literary works.

2.64

Demonstrate an understanding of how the style, mood, and meaning contribute to the impact of literary works.


	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Select a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
3.2

Apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and express critical opinions about literary works.
3.3

Demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	3.1.1

Select and read from a range of literary works, (e.g., biography, plays, poetry, and fiction).

3.2.1

Discover, appreciate, and enjoy literary works and articulate reasons for personal recommendation

3.3.2

Evaluate and critique literary merit based on given criteria (e.g., plot, development, characterization, setting voice, word choice, and sentence fluency).

3.4.3

Understand that the immersion in a variety of literary works increases the likelihood of personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation. 


	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

4.2

Respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

4.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts, (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).

	4.1.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

4.2.2

Analyze and evaluate traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (including American Indian worlds with an emphasis on Montana tribes)

4.3.3

Create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Examine and explain how history, culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

5.2

Compare and contrast and variety of perspectives of self, others and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3

Use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic)
	5.1.1

Demonstrate understanding of the influence of history, cultures, ideas, and issues on literary works.

5.2.2

Compare and contrast a variety of perspectives of self, others, and world issues through a selection of literary works.

5.3.3

Use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic).



Literature – High School -End of Grade 12

	Standard
	Benchmark
	Skills & Knowledge

	1. Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.


	1.1

Purpose and pursue questions and answers to the complex elements of literary works (e.g., historical and cultural influence, style, figures of speech).

1.2

Develop and define with textual support interpretations of complex literary works.

1.3

Analyze the major elements significant to the interpretation process (e.g., point of view, tone, dramatic action).

1.4

Recognize, compare, contrast, make connections, and analyze approaches to literary elements in various works.

1.5

Compare and contrast individual and group responses/reaction with author’s purpose/intent.

1.6

Demonstrate oral, written, and/or artistic responses to ideas and feelings generated in literary works.
	1.1.1

Explain how historical and cultural context influences literature.

1.2.1

Explain why a piece of literature is typical of its historical and/or cultural context. 
1.3.1

Contrast the use of language conventions of authors in different time periods.

1.4.2

Interpret literary works for meaning using textual support.

1.5.3

Identify point of view, tone, diction, rhetorical and metaphorical devices, imagery, allusion, symbol, satire, etc.

1.6.4

Compare and contrast multiple genres of literature for their use of literary techniques.

1.7.1

Analyze and interpret meaning and symbolism from increasingly complex literary materials.

1.8.3

Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters confronting similar conflicts using specific examples of character’s thoughts words and actions.

1.9.4

Understand how more than one critical approach affects reader interpretation. 

1.10.5

Use specific techniques (individual response, small and large group discussion) to infer author intent in various texts.

1.11.6

Create original works based on individual responses to literature.



	2. Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.


	2.1

Discuss ways in which literary devices and elements (e.g., syntax, imagery, figurative language, allusion, symbols, and irony) produce a dominant tone, effect of theme.

2.2

Analyze and critique the effectiveness of an author’s choice of literary devices/elements.

2.3

Recognize and articulate how language enhances meaning and conveys power to impact an individual and/or society.

2.4

Evaluate how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of a work on the reader/listener/viewer.
	2.1.1

Explain how literary devices help convey meaning (e.g., allusion, irony, apostrophe, epigram, oxymoron, paradox, syllogism, litotes, meter).

2.1.2

Evaluate effectiveness and/or quality of a literary work through author’s choice of literary devices

2.3.3

Explain how diction and rhetorical devices convey meaning.

2.4.4

Compare and contrast literary works for effective use of literary devices.

2.5.4

Respond with personal interpretations to a variety of texts.

2.6.4

Discuss how the experiences of a reader influence the interpretation of a text.



	3. Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.


	3.1

Use prior experience to select materials and articulate purposes for selection (e.g., learn, enjoy, persuade, exchange information).
3.2

Develop and apply criteria to evaluate the reliability, authenticity, and literary merit of information conveyed in a literary work.

3.3

Recognize literary works as vehicles for t he acquisition of new information, responding to social and workplace needs, and discovering and gaining personal fulfillment. 

	3.1.1

Choose literary works appropriate to purpose and personal taste.

3.2.2

Research to evaluate the reliability of information conveyed in a literary work.

3.3.3

Recognize social concerns advocated in various works of literature.

3.4.3

Choose literary works in pursuing the intrinsic value of reading.

3.5.3

Make text to self connections through a variety of literature.

3.6.3

Observe how the imaginative experience of literature broadens and enriches real life.



	4. Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.


	4.1

Select, read, listen to, and view a variety of traditional and contemporary works from diverse cultures (e.g., American Indian works), genders, genres, historical periods, and styles. 

4.2

Demonstrate how factors of history and culture, gender and genre, influence and give meaning to literature.
4.3

Create and share responses to literary works (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing, dramatize, and produce multimedia presentations).
4.4

Analyze diverse literature to identify and compare common human experiences within and between cultures.
	4.1.3

Compare and contrast how the techniques of varying genres control the meaning of the work.

4.2.4

Using a variety of literature, analyze and share personal responses to literary works.

4.3.4

Define basic concerns to all humanity throughout time and between cultures, including works written from an American Indian perspective.

4.4.2

Contrast the use of language conventions in various texts written during different periods of history.

4.5.2

Analyze and evaluate the basic beliefs, perspectives, and assumptions underlying an author’s work.

4.6.1

Experience exposed to a variety of contemporary and traditional reading materials. 

4.7.3

Create original works based on individual responses to literature.

4.8.4

Describe the progression of thought presented in literature from its beginnings to the present day.



	5. Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.


	5.1

Examine, explain, and evaluate various perspectives concerning community, national and world issues reflected in literary works.

5.2

Identify and respond to philosophical assumptions and basic beliefs underlying selected texts.

5.3

Recognize patterns, symbols, and universal themes present across literary works and relate those to personal experience.

5.4

Investigate and report ways in which authors, their works, and their styles have impacted or been influenced by social and cultural issues or events.


	5.1.1,2
Explain an author’s perspective/ philosophy/belief as related to local, state, national, and global issues.

5.2.3

Recognize archetypes and symbols.

5.3.3

Know the social impact of particular literary work.

5.4.3

Respond with reflections on personal experience to social statements made in a literary work. 
5.5.4

Research factors influencing author background, style, and social purpose.

5.5.4

Research how an author has brought about social change. 

5.6.4

Identify and understand the importance of allusion and textual referencing.

5.7.4

Recognize and appreciate that contemporary and classical literature has shaped human thought.




MONTANA STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE

Literature, a primary vehicle for teaching reading, attempts to show life in its uncertainties, complexities, and imperfections, offering many insights for the reader. Responding to print and nonprint media allows participants to experience vicariously other lives and to measure their own experiences against those of others. The exploration of literature and films encourages students to become critical and reflective thinkers and to develop personal aesthetic standards for print and nonprint media as art forms.
	Content Standards indicate what students should know, understand and be able to do in a specific content area.

______________________________________________________

Benchmarks define our expectations for students’ knowledge, skills and abilities along a developmental continuum in each content area. That continuum is focused at three points-the end of grade 4, the end or grade 8 and grade 12.




Content Standard 1—Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.

Content Standard 2—Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.

Content Standard 3—Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.

Content Standard 4—Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.

Content Standard 5—Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues.

____________________________________

Literature Content Standard 1
 ____________________________________

Students construct meaning as they comprehend, interpret, analyze and respond to literary works.

 Rationale

Rationale

The “meaning” of a piece of work is not a rigid, unchanging interpretation by an expert. Meanings depend upon readers, upon the times, and upon the interaction of reader and literary work. Authors provide clues, judgments, and insights about life that influence a reader’s attitude. Students actively engage with text to build their own understanding. Thus, students understand what they read as it relates to what they know.

Benchmarks

Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8
	Upon Graduation-End of Grade 12



	1. make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences.

2. identify main ideas and some supporting details of literary works.

3. retell key events of literary works in sequence.

4. make connections and comparisons of literary elements within and between works.

5. make, confirm, or revise predictions based on the literary  works.

6. respond personally to ideas and feelings generated by literary works.


	1. make predictions and connections between new literary works and previous information/experiences and explore questions about the impact of literary elements.

2. identify and comprehend the main idea and supporting facts and details, and summarize ideas in own words.

3. summarize stories and identify major literary elements.

4. compare, contrast, and make connections of literary elements within and between works.

5. draw inferences and conclusions based on literary works.

6. respond to literary works on the basis of personal insights and respect the different responses of others.


	1. purpose and pursue questions and answers to the complex elements of literary works (e.g., historical and cultural influence, style, figures of speech).

2. develop and define with textual support interpretations of complex literary works.

3. analyze the major elements significant to the interpretation process (e.g., point of view, tone, dramatic action).

4. recognize, compare, contrast, make connections, and analyze approaches to literary elements in various works.

5. compare and contrast individual and group responses/reaction with author’s purpose/intent.

6. demonstrate oral, written, and/or artistic responses to ideas and feelings generated in literary works.


____________________________________

Literature Content Standard 2
 ____________________________________

Students recognize and evaluate how language, literary devices, and elements contribute to the meaning and impact of literary works.
Rationale

Recognizing how language is used to create meaning and achieve response helps readers gain critical power and assists them as communicators; furthermore, an understanding of language can deepen one’s appreciation of literature.
Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4


	End of Grade 8
	Upon Graduation-End of Grade 12

	1. identify literary devices (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration).

2. demonstrate an understanding of literary elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, problem solving).

3. increase vocabulary through the use of context clues and reference sources (e.g., dictionary thesaurus, glossary) to understand literary works.

4. identify how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the meaning of literary works.


	1. identify the effect of literary devices (e.g., figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description, imagery).

2. recognize the impact of literary elements (e.g., plot, theme, character, setting, point of view) and evaluate their effectiveness.

3. evaluate how vocabulary and language contribute to literary works.

4. demonstrate and understanding of how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of literary works.
	1. discuss ways in which literary devices and elements (e.g., syntax, imagery, figurative language, allusion, symbols, irony) produce a dominant tone, effect of theme.

2. analyze and critique the effectiveness of an author’s choice of literary devices/elements.

3. recognize and articulate how language enhances meaning and conveys power to impact an individual and/or society.

4. evaluate how language, literary devices, and forms contribute to the impact of a work on the reader/listener/ viewer.


____________________________________

Literature Content Standard 3
 ____________________________________

Students reflect upon their literary experiences and purposefully select from a range of works.
Rationale
Learning to purposefully select literature to read and films to view which meet individual needs empowers

individuals to take charge of their own development, to manage their time, to extend horizons, to challenge

favorite viewpoints, to share other lives, to illuminate individual experiences and to grow as lifelong learners.
Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4


	End of Grade 8
	Upon Graduation-End of Grade 12

	1. select a variety of literary works for purposes of discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
2. select print/nonprint works based upon reflection of prior literary experiences (e.g., author, subject, theme, genre).
3. demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.
	1. select a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for personal recommendation, discovery, appreciation, and enjoyment.
2. apply given criteria to evaluate literary merit and express critical opinions about literary works.
3. demonstrate the understanding that the purposes of experiencing literary works include personal satisfaction and the development of lifelong literature appreciation.

	1.  use prior experience to select materials and articulate purposes for selection (e.g., learn, enjoy, persuade, exchange information).
2. develop and apply criteria to evaluate the reliability, authenticity, and literary merit of information conveyed in a literary work.

3. recognize literary works as vehicles for acquire new information, responding to social and workplace needs, and discovering and gaining personal fulfillment. 



____________________________________

Literature Content Standard 4
 ____________________________________

Students interact with print and nonprint literary works from various cultures, ethnic groups, traditional and contemporary viewpoints written by both genders.
Rationale

Through the ages, literature has mirrored the sensibilities of the people who have produced those works. Students engaging in a variety of works come to understand that viewpoints, attitudes, and ideas change; that individuals view events in a variety of ways based upon their own frames of reference, beliefs, and experiences.
Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4


	End of Grade 8
	Upon Graduation-End of Grade 12

	1. select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.
2. respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

3. create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, and visual, and performing arts (e.g., discuss, write move, design compose, sing).
	1. select, read, listen to, and view a variety of literary works.

2. respond to traditional and contemporary works representing diverse perspectives, cultures, and issues (e.g., American Indian works).

3. create and share responses to literary works through the application of technology, speaking, writing, visual, and performing arts, (e.g., discuss, write, move, design, compose, sing).
	1. select, read, listen to, and view a variety of traditional and contemporary works from diverse cultures (e.g., American Indian works), genders, genres, historical periods, and styles. 

2. demonstrate how factors of history and culture, gender and genre, influence and give meaning to literature.
3. create and share responses to literary works (e.g., discuss, write, move design, compose, sing, dramatize, produce multimedia presentations).
4. analyze diverse literature to identify and compare common human experiences within and between cultures.


____________________________________

Literature Content Standard 5
 ____________________________________

Students use literary works to enrich personal experience and to connect to the broader world of ideas, concepts and issues. 

Rationale

Literature is a primary vehicle to widen and extend our experiences, to make us more aware of other individuals, issues, cultures and viewpoints and, thus, ourselves, our own cultures and our own attitudes. Literature moves us out of our personal spheres and extends our understanding as we change.
Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4


	End of Grade 8
	Upon Graduation-End of Grade 12

	1. identify how culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

2. compare one’s culture to the culture portrayed in a literary works.

3. make associations between ideas expressed in literary works and personal experiences. 
	1. examine and explain how history, culture, ideas and issues influence literary works.

2. compare and contrast and variety of perspectives of self, others and world issues through a selection of literary works.

3. use literary works to develop an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic).
	1. examine, explain, and evaluate various perspectives concerning community, national and world issues reflected in literary works.

2. identify and respond to philosophical assumptions and basic beliefs underlying selected texts.

3. recognize patterns, symbols, and universal themes present across literary works and relate those to personal experience.

4. investigate and report ways in which authors, their works, and their styles have impacted or been influenced by social and cultural issues or events.




Literature Standards: A Profile of Four Levels
The Literature Performance Standards describe students’ knowledge, skills, and abilities in the literature content area on a continuum from kindergarten through grade 12. These descriptions provide a picture or profile of student achievement at the four performance levels—advanced, proficient, nearing proficiency, and novice.

	Advanced:          This level denotes superior performance.

Proficient:          This level denotes solid academic performance for each benchmark. Students reaching this level have demonstrated competency over       

                           challenging subject matter, including subject-matter including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, 

                           and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.

Nearing              

Proficiency:       This level denotes that the student has partial mastery or prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficient work at each benchmark.

Novice:               This level denotes that the student is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge ad skills that are fundamental for work at each benchmark.




Grade 4 Literature

Advanced: (1) A fourth-grade student at the advanced level of literature demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) 
accurately comprehends material at the literal level and sometimes at the figurative level;

(b)
 makes predictions and connections within and between literary works;

(c) 
interprets as a reader, listener, and viewer how language affects the meaning of literary works;

(d) 
confidently identifies the language and literary tools that contribute to the meaning;

(e) 
evaluate how language and literary tools contribute to the impact of literary works;

(f) 
purposefully selects print and non-print material from diverse cultures and viewpoints to fulfill needs; and

(g) 
demonstrates the depth of understanding by sharing responses to a variety of literary works.
Proficient: (1) A fourth-grade student at the proficient level of literature demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) 
comprehends materials at the literal level, but has difficulty at the figurative level;

(b) 
makes predictions and connections within and between literary works;

(c) 
demonstrates an understanding of how language affects the meaning of literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
identifies the language and literary tools that contribute to meaning;

(e) 
purposefully selects print and non-print materials from diverse cultures and viewpoints to fulfill needs; and

(f) 
explores creative ways to share appropriate and unique responses to a variety of literary works.
Nearing Proficiency: (1) A fourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of literature demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite skills and knowledge fundamental for proficiency in literature. He/she:

(a) 
usually comprehends material at the literal level;

(b) 
makes obvious predictions and connections within and between those works;

(c) 
demonstrates an understanding of how language affects the meaning of literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
usually identifies the language and literary tools that contribute to the meaning of literary works;

(e) 
sometimes purposefully selects print and non-print materials from diverse cultures and viewpoints to fulfill needs; and

(f) 
occasionally explores creative ways to share responses to a variety of literary works, but often relies on predictable or mechanical methods.
Novice: (1) A fourth-grade student at the novice level of literature is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in literature. He/she:

(a) 
seldom comprehends material at the literal level;

(b) 
makes obvious predictions and connections, with assistance, within and between literary works;

(c) 
occasionally identifies how language affects the meaning of literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
has difficulty identifying and/or discussing the language and literary tools that contribute to meaning;

(e) 
randomly selects print and nonprint material from diverse cultures and viewpoints; and

(f) 
uses limited methods to share responses to a variety of literary works.
Grade 8 Literature

Advanced: (1) An eighth-grade student at the advanced level of literature demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) 
accurately comprehends material at the literal level and frequently at the figurative level;

(b) 
makes complex predictions and meaningful connections when analyzing and responding to literary works;

(c) 
consistently and thoughtfully interprets and evaluates as a reader, listener, and viewer how literary devices, forms, and language impact literary works;

(d) 
willingly and confidently responds to a variety of works demonstrating individualized generalizations and thoughtful comparisons and hypotheses; and

(e) 
expresses a clear, personalized criteria for evaluation of judgments of quality.
Proficient: (1) An eighth-grade student at the proficient level of literature demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a)
 comprehends material at the literal level and is gaining understanding at the figurative level;

(b) 
effectively uses sequencing, comparing, contrasting and predicting to analyze and respond to literary works;

(c) 
competently identifies and interprets how literary devices, forms, and language impact literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
consistently and purposefully selects a variety of literary works, expressing reasons for the choices; and

(e)
 recognizes how the time period and other relevant situations produce a work’s context.
Nearing Proficiency: (1) An eighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level of literature demonstrates partial mastery of prerequisite skills and knowledge fundamental for proficiency in literature. He/she:

(a)
 usually comprehends material at the literal level and sometimes, with assistance, at the figurative level;

(b) 
makes obvious predictions and brief descriptions when analyzing and responding to literary works;

(c) 
identifies literary devices, forms, and language, and describes how these impact literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
purposefully selects a variety of literary works, briefly expressing reasons for choices; and

(e) 
occasionally shares responses to literature, demonstrating knowledge of literary form and structure.
Novice: (1) An eighth-grade student at the novice level of literature is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in literature. He/she:
(a) 
usually comprehends material at the literal level but seldom at the figurative level;

(b) 
makes simple predictions and brief descriptions when responding to literary works;

(c) 
infrequently identifies literary devices, forms, and languages and, with assistance, describes how these impact literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;
(d)
selects literary works, yet has difficulty expressing reasons for choices; and

(e) 
often focuses on restatement of story and summarization with little comparison or investigation of the work’s meaning or form.
Upon Graduation Literature

Advanced: (1) A graduating student at the advanced level of literature demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) 
accurately and completely comprehends material at both literal and figurative levels;

(b) 
seeks out increasingly complex and diverse material;

(c) 
develops and defends multiple-analytic and interpretive responses to those works;

(d) 
demonstrates the inquiry process through the articulation of greater insight and higher level skills;

(e) 
connects prior literary experiences to purposeful selection and evaluation of material based on reliability, authenticity, and literary merit; and

(f) 
experiments with a range of original and sophisticated ways to communicate independently designed responses to a variety of literary works.
Proficient: (1) A graduating student at the proficient level of literature demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) 
comprehends material at both literal and figurative levels;

(b) 
develops and defends multiple-analytic and interpretive responses to literary works;

(c) 
analyzes and critiques how language and literary tools create and enhance the meaning and impact of literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
thoughtfully uses prior experience to purposefully select material to fulfill needs;

(e) 
applies criteria to evaluate the reliability, authenticity, and merit of literary works; and

(f) 
consistently creates and shares unique and reasonable responses to a variety of literary works.
Nearing Proficiency: (1) A graduating student at the nearing proficiency level of literature demonstrates partial mastery prerequisite skills and knowledge fundamental for proficiency in literature. He/she:

(a)
 comprehends material at the literal level but only occasionally at the figurative level;

(b) 
develops and pursues questions and answers in his/her responses to literary works;

(c) 
recognizes and discusses how language and literary tools influence the meaning and impact of literary works as a reader, listener, and viewer;

(d) 
uses prior experience to select material;

(e) 
occasionally applies criteria that assesses reliability, authenticity, and literary merits; and

(f) 
relies on more predictable and limited forms to share responses to a variety of literary works.
Novice: (1) A graduating student at the novice level of literature is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in literature. He/she:

(a) 
comprehends materials on the literal level, but rarely at the figurative level;

(b) 
recognizes interpretive responses to literary works, but finds difficulty discussing the effectiveness of literary tools;

(c) 
reluctantly interacts with literary works;

(d) 
has difficulty connecting personal literary experiences to personal life experiences; and

(e) 
waits for encouragement, hesitates to share, and usually limits responses to assigned products.

Recommended Literature: K-12 Literary Genres

The following list defines each of the genres included in Recommended Literature: Kindergarten through Grade Twelve.

Drama

Stories composed in verse or prose, usually for theatrical performance, where conflicts and emotion are expressed through dialogue and action.

Fable

Narration demonstrating a useful truth, especially in which animals speak as humans; legendary, supernatural tale.

Fairy Tale

Story about fairies or other magical creatures, usually for children.

Fantasy

Fiction with strange or other worldly settings or characters; fiction which invites suspension of reality. 

Fiction

Narrative literary works whose content is produced by the imagination and is not necessarily based on fact.

Fiction in Verse

Full-length novels with plot, subplot(s), theme(s), major and minor characters, in which the narrative is presented in (usually blank) verse form.

Folklore

The songs, stories, myths, and proverbs of a people or “folk” as handed down by word of mouth.

Historical Fiction 

Story with fictional characters and events in a historical setting.

Horror

Fiction in which events evoke a feeling of dread in both the characters and the reader.

Humor

Fictional full of fun, fancy, and excitement, meant to entertain; but can be contained in all genres.

Legend

Story, sometimes of a national or folk hero, which has a basis in fact but also includes imaginative material.

Mystery

Fiction dealing with the solution of a crime or the unraveling of secrets.

Mythology

Legend or traditional narrative, often based in part on historical events, that reveals human behavior and natural phenomena by its symbolism; often pertaining to the actions of the gods.

Poetry

Verse and rhythmic writing with imagery that creates emotional responses.

Realistic Fiction

Story that can actually happen and is true to life.

Science Fiction

Story based on impact of actual, imagined, or potential science, usually set in the future or on other planets.

Short Story

Fiction of such brevity that it supports no subplots.

Tall Tale

Humorous story with blatant exaggerations, swaggering heroes who do the impossible with nonchalance.

Biography/Autobiography

Narrative of a person’s life, a true story about a real person.

Essay

A short literary composition that reflects the author’s outlook or point.

Narrative Nonfiction

Factual information presented in a format which tells a story.

Nonfiction

Informational text dealing with an actual, real-life subject.

Speech

Public address or discourse.
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