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Hamilton Position Statement 

Materials

Hamilton School District needs to make a major investment in maps, reference materials, and textbooks. Although textbooks are of limited utility in our rapidly changing world, the committee recommends evaluation text series such as “History alive textbooks” K-12 to maintain the scope and sequence. Social studies teachers must have up-to-date technology in order to access library networks and online databases.

Elementary:
Resources for Government, National, State, Local and Tribal Government, Primary Atlas, Better Strands for Native American Cultural

Middle School:     Maps of Ancient Civilization, Maps that Stress Political Change, Montana History Materials

High School:     Resources for Native American Cultural, Resources and Strands for Economics

Staff Development

In service time to acquaint social studies teachers with new curriculum and State Standards. Staff development to help implement changes and receive staff input.

Hamilton Plan for Implementation

	WHAT
	WHEN
	WHO
	EVLUATION AND OUTCOME



	Present to Board
	Fall
	Curriculum

Committee
	Approved

	Review Curriculum with all Social Studies Teachers.
	Spring
	Curriculum Committee
	Syllabus Grade - Level

	Continual Review of Curriculum – 6 Yr. Plan
	2 Years
	Curriculum Committee
	Implementing Curriculum 


Definitions

Standards

Indicate what students should know, understand, and be able to do in specific content area.

Benchmarks

Define the expectations for students’ knowledge, skills and abilities along a developmental continuum focused at three points-at the end of grade 4, the end of grade 8 and grade 12.

Skills and knowledge

Define the expectations for student’s knowledge, skills and abilities at each level, K-12

Numbering 

The skills and knowledge objectives are referenced to the standard, objective and benchmark. If the skill addresses more that one benchmark, it is separated by a comma, For example: 1.1.2, 3 references standard 1, objective 1, benchmarks 2 and 3.

RAVALLI COUNTY CONTENT STANDARDS

Philosophy and Guiding Assumptions

Ravalli County social studies content standards serve as a basis for what all students should know and be able to do in social studies by the time they graduate from high school. These standards, benchmarks and grade-level indicators are intended to provide Ravalli County’s educators with a set of common expectations upon which to base social studies curricula.

Philosophy of Ravalli County Social Studies Academic Content Standards

Effective social studies integrates history, geography, economics, political science, other social sciences and humanities in order to prepare students to be participating citizens. Specifically, social studies:

●   Helps students develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for   

      themselves and for the common good;

●
Prepares students for their role as citizens and decision makers in a diverse,       

      democratic society;

●
Enables students to learn about significant people, places, events and issues in the 


past in order to understand the present;

●
Fosters students’ ability to act responsibly and become successful problem solvers in 


an interdependent world of limited resources.

Assumptions for Social Studies Content Standards

Ravalli County’s academic content standards:

●
Set high expectations and provide strong support for social studies achievement by


all students.

●
Represent the social studies knowledge and skills needed to make a successful 


transition to post-secondary education, the workplace and civic life;

●
Reflect the sound application of research on how students learn social studies;

●
Are informed by national standards documents;

●
Balance knowledge, conceptual understanding and skill development;

●
Address significant understandings that are the basis for sound decision-making


as citizens;

●
Focus on important social studies topics that are well articulated through benchmarks


and grade-level indicators;

MONTANA STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

Social studies is an integrated study of the social sciences and humanities designed to foster citizenship in an interdependent world. Social studies provides coordinated, systematic study of such disciplines as economics, history, geography, government, sociology, anthropology, psychology and elements of the humanities.

Social studies addresses political, economic, geographic, and social processes that allow students to make informed decisions for personal and public good.

Social studies develops the knowledge, skills, and processes necessary to understand historical and present day connections among diverse individuals and groups. A study of Montana’s rich past and geographic diversity includes the distinct cultural heritage and contemporary perspectives of Montana’s American Indians and other cultural groups.



Social Studies Content Standard 1

Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Rationale
Every discipline has a process by which knowledge is gained or inquiry is made. In the social studies, the information inquiry process is applied to locate and evaluate a variety of primary and secondary sources of information. Information gathered in this manner is then used to draw conclusions in order to make decisions, solve problems and negotiate conflicts. Finally, as individuals who participate in self-governance, the decision making process needs to be understood and practiced by students as they prepare to take on civic and economic responsibilities.

Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8


	Upon Graduation

End of Grade 12

	1.       identify and practice the steps of an inquiry process (i.e., identify question or problem, locate and evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product, and evaluate product and process).

2.       evaluate information quality (e.g., accuracy, relevance, fact or fiction).
3.        use information to support statements and practice basic group decision making strategies in real world situations (e.g., class elections, playground and classroom rules, recycling projects, school stores).


	1.          apply the steps of an inquiry process (i.e., identify question or problem, locate and evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product, and evaluate product and process).

2.           assess the quality of information (e.g., primary or secondary sources, point of view and embedded values of the author).

3.          interpret and apply information to support conclusions and use group decision making strategies to solve problems in real world situations (e.g., school elections, community projects, conflict resolution, role playing scenarios).


	1.        analyze and adapt an inquiry process (i.e., identify question or problem, locate and evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product, and evaluate product and process).

2.        apply criteria to evaluate information (e.g., origin, authority, accuracy, bias, and distortion of information and ideas).

3.        synthesize and apply information to formulate and support reasoned personal convictions within groups and participate in negotiations to arrive at solutions to differences (e.g., elections, judicial proceedings, economic choices, community service projects).




\

Social Studies Content Standard 2

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.

Rationale
The vitality and continuation of a democratic republic depends upon the education and participation of informed citizens.

Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8


	Upon Graduation

End of Grade 12

	1.        explain the purpose and  various levels of government.
2.        recognize local, state, tribal and federal governments and identify representative leaders at these levels (e.g., mayor, governor, chairperson, president).

3.        identify the major responsibilities of local, state, tribal and federal government.

4.       explain how governments provide for needs and wants of people by establishing order and security and managing conflict.

5.       identify and explain the individual’s responsibilities to family, peers and the community, including the need for civility, respect for diversity and the rights of others.

6.        describe factors that cause conflict and contribute to cooperation among individuals and groups (e.g., playground issues, misunderstandings, listening skills, taking turns).

7.       explore the role of technology in communications, transportation, information processing or other areas as it contributes to or helps resolve problems.


	1.    describe the purpose of government and how the powers of government are acquired, maintained and used.

2.     identify and describe basic features of  the political system in the United States and identify representative leaders from various levels (e.g., local, state, tribal, federal, branches of government).

3.     identify the significance of tribal sovereignty and Montana tribal governments’ relationship to local, state and federal governments.

4.     analyze and explain governmental mechanisms used to meet the needs of citizens, manage conflict, and establish order and security.

5.     identify and explain the basic principles of democracy (e.g., Bill of Rights, individual rights, common good, equal opportunity, equal protection of the laws, majority rule).

6.     explain conditions, actions and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among groups and nations (e.g., discrimination, peer interaction, trade agreements).

7.     explain the need for laws and policies governing technology and explore solutions to problems that arise from technological advancements.


	1.        analyze the historical and contemporary purpose of government and how the powers of government are acquired, modified, justified and used (e.g., checks and balances, Bill of Rights, court decisions).

2.        compare and contrast various world political systems (e.g., ideologies, structure, institutions) with that of the United States.
3.       identify representative political leaders and philosophies from selected historical and contemporary settings.
4.      relate the concept of tribal sovereignty to the unique powers of tribal governments as they interact with local, state and federal governments.
5a      analyze the effectiveness of various systems of government to protect the rights and needs of citizens and balance competing conceptions of a just society.

5b       analyze the impact of the Constitution, laws and court decisions on the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

6.        analyze and evaluate conditions, actions and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among groups and nations (e.g., current events from newspapers, magazines, television).

7.        analyze laws and policies governing technology and evaluate the ethical issues and the impacts of technology on society.




Social Studies Content Standard 3

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Rationale
Students gain geographical perspectives on Montana and the world by studying the Earth and how people

interact with places. Knowledge of geography helps students address cultural, economic, social, and civic

implications of living in various environments.

Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8


	Upon Graduation

End of Grade 12

	1.       identify and use various representations of the Earth (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, latitude and longitude, scale).
2.       locate on a map or globe physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, mountain ranges, land forms) natural features (e.g., flora, fauna) and human features (e.g., cities, states, national borders).

3.       describe and illustrate ways in which people interact with their physical environment (e.g., land use, location of communities, methods of construction, design of shelters).

4.       describe how human movement and settlement patterns reflect the wants and needs of diverse cultures.
5.       use appropriate geographic resources (e.g., atlases, databases, charts, grid systems, technology, graphs, maps) to gather information about local communities, reservations, Montana, the United States, and the world.
6.       identify and distinguish between physical system changes (e.g., seasons, climate, weather, water cycle, natural disasters) and describe the social and economic effects of these changes.
7.       describe and compare the ways in which people in different regions of the world interact with their physical environments.
	1.     analyze and use various representations of the Earth (e.g., physical, topographical, political maps; globes; geographic information systems; aerial photographs; satellite images) to gather and compare information about a place.

2.     locate on a map or globe physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, mountain ranges, land forms) natural features (e.g., flora, fauna) and human features (e.g., cities, states, national borders) and explain their relationships within the ecosystem.

3.     analyze diverse land use and explain the historical and contemporary effects of this use on the environment, with an emphasis on Montana.

 4.      explain how movement patterns throughout the world (e.g., people, ideas, diseases, products, food) lead to interdependence and/or conflict.

5.     use appropriate geographic resources to interpret and generate information explaining the interaction of physical and human systems (e.g., estimate distance, calculate scale, identify dominant patterns of climate and land use, compute population density).

6.     describe and distinguish between the environmental effects on the earth of short-term physical changes (e.g., floods, droughts, snowstorms) and long-term physical changes (e.g., plate tectonics, erosion, glaciations).

7.     describe major changes in a local area that have been caused by human beings (e.g., a new highway, a fire, construction of a new dam, logging, mining) and analyze the probable effects on the community and environment.
	1.        interpret, use, and synthesize information from various representations of the Earth (e.g., maps, globes, satellite images, geographic information systems, three-dimensional models).

2.        differentiate and analyze the relationships among various regional and global patterns of geographic phenomena, (e.g., land forms, soils, climate, vegetation, natural resources, population).

3.        assess the major impacts of human modifications on the environment (e.g., global warming, deforestation, erosion, pollution).

4.        analyze how human settlement patterns create cooperation and conflict which influence the division and control of the Earth (e.g., treaties, economics, exploration, borders, religion, exploitation, water rights).

5.        select and apply appropriate geographic resources to analyze the interaction of physical and human systems (e.g., cultural patterns, demographics, unequal global distribution of resources) and their impact on environmental and societal changes.

6.        Analyze the short-term and long-term effects that major physical changes in various parts of the world have had or might have on the environments (e.g., land use, population, resources).

7.        describe and compare how people create places that reflect culture, human needs, government policy, and current values and ideas as they design and build (e.g., buildings, neighborhoods, parks, industrial and agricultural centers, farms/ranches).


Social Studies Content Standard 4

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.

Rationale
Students need to understand their historical roots and how events shape the past, present, and future of the world. In developing these insights, students must know what life was like in the past and how things change and develop over time. Students gain historical understanding through inquiry of history by researching and interpreting historical events affecting personal, local, tribal, Montana, United States, and world history.

Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8


	Upon Graduation

End of Grade 12

	1.     identify and use various sources of information (e.g., artifacts, diaries, photographs, charts, biographies, paintings, architecture, songs) to develop an understanding of the past.

2.     use a timeline to select, organize, and sequence information describing eras in history.

3.      examine biographies, stories, narratives, and folk tales to understand the lives of ordinary people and extraordinary people, place them in time and context, and explain their relationship to important historical events.

4.     identify and describe famous people, important democratic values (e.g., democracy, freedom, justice) symbols (e.g., Montana and U.S. flags, state flower) and holidays, in the history of Montana, American Indian tribes, and the United States.

5.      identify and illustrate how technologies have impacted the course of history (e.g., energy, transportation, communications).

6.      recognize that people view and report historical events differently.

7. explain the history, culture, and current status of the American Indian tribes in Montana and the United States.


	1.    interpret the past using a variety of sources (e.g., biographies, documents, diaries, eyewitnesses, interviews, internet, primary source material) and evaluate the credibility of sources used.

2.    describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group people and events (e.g., chronology, geography, cause and effect, change, conflict, issues).
3.   use historical facts and concepts and apply methods of inquiry (e.g., primary documents, interviews, comparative accounts, research) to make informed decisions as responsible citizens.

4.    identify significant events and people and important democratic values (e.g., freedom, equality, privacy) in the major eras/civilizations of Montana, American Indian, United States, and world history.

5.    identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society.

6.    explain how and why events (e.g., American Revolution, Battle of the Little Big Horn, immigration, Women’s Suffrage) may be interpreted differently according to the points of view of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians.

7.   Summarize major issues affecting the history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian tribes in Montana and the United States.


	1.      select and analyze various documents and primary and secondary sources that have influenced the legal, political, and constitutional heritage of Montana and the United States.

2.      interpret how selected cultures, historical events, periods, and patterns of change influence each other.

3.      apply ideas, theories, and methods of inquiry to analyze historical and contemporary developments, and to formulate and defend reasoned decisions on public policy issues.

4a     analyze the significance of important people, events, and ideas (e.g., political and intellectual leadership, inventions, discoveries, the arts) in the major eras/civilizations in the history of Montana, American Indian tribes, the United States, and the world.

4b     analyze issues (e.g., freedom and equality, liberty and order, region and nation, diversity and civic duty) using historical evidence to form and support a reasoned position.

5.     analyze both the historical impact of technology (e.g., industrialization, communication, medicine) on human values and behaviors and how technology shapes problem solving now and in the future.

6.     investigate, interpret, and analyze the impact of multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints concerning events within and across cultures, major world religions, and political systems (e.g., assimilation, values, beliefs, conflicts).

7.        Analyze and illustrate the major issues concerning history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian tribes and bands in Montana and the United States (e.g., gambling, artifacts, repatriation, natural resources, language, jurisdiction).


Social Studies Content Standard 5

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.

Rationale
In a global economy marked by rapid technological and political change, students must learn how to be effective producers, consumers, and economic citizens.

Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8


	Upon Graduation

End of Grade 12

	1.       give examples of needs and wants; scarcity and choice (e.g., budgeting of allowance, trading cards).
2.       identify basic economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, price) that explain events and issues in the community.
3.       distinguish between private goods and services (e.g., family car or local restaurant) and public goods and services (e.g., interstate highway system or U.S. Postal Service).

4.       describe how personal economic decisions, (e.g., deciding what to buy, what to recycle, how much to contribute to people in need) affect the lives of people in Montana, United States, and the world.
5.       explain the roles of money, banking, and savings in everyday life.
6.       identify and describe examples in which science and technology have affected economic conditions (e.g., assembly line, robotics, internet, media advertising).


	1.     identify and explain basic economic concepts (e.g., supply, demand, production, exchange and consumption; labor, wages, and capital; inflation and deflation; and private goods and services).

2.     apply economic concepts to explain historical events, current situations, and social issues in local, Montana, tribal, national, or global concerns.

3.     compare and contrast the difference between private and public goods and services.
4.     analyze how various personal and cultural points of view influence economic decisions (e.g., land ownership, taxation, unemployment).
5.     explain and illustrate how money is used (e.g., trade, borrow, save, invest, compare the value of goods and services) by individuals and groups (e.g., businesses, financial institutions, and governments).

6.      analyze the influences of technological advancements (e.g., machinery, internet, genetics) on household, state, national and global economies.


	1.        analyze the impact that supply and demand, scarcity, prices, incentives, competition, and profits influence what is produced and distributed in various economic systems.

2.        use basic economic concepts (e.g., production, distribution, consumption, market economy and command economy) to compare and contrast local, regional, national, and global economies across time and at the present time.

3.        assess the costs and benefits to society of allocating goods and services through private and public sectors.

4.        compare and contrast how values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different economic systems.
5.        explain the operations, rules, and procedures of common financial instruments (e.g., stocks and bonds, retirement funds, IRAs) and financial institutions( credit companies, banks, insurance companies).

6.        explain and evaluate the effects of new technology, global economic interdependence, and competition on the development of national policies (e.g., social security system, Medicare, other entitlement programs) and on the lives of the individuals and families in Montana, the United States and the world (e.g., international trade, space exploration, national defense).




Social Studies Content Standard 6

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Rationale
Culture helps us to understand ourselves as both individuals and members of various groups. In a multicultural society, students need to understand multiple perspectives that derive from different cultural vantage points. As citizens, students need to know how institutions are maintained or changed and how they influence individuals, cultures and societies. This understanding allows students to relate to people in Montana, tribes, the United States and throughout the world.

Benchmarks
Students will:

	End of Grade 4
	End of Grade 8


	Upon Graduation

End of Grade 12

	1.       identify the ways groups (e.g., families, faith communities, schools, social organizations, sports) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., belonging, self worth, personal safety) and contribute to personal identity.

2.       describe ways in which expressions of culture influence people (e.g., language, spirituality, stories, folktales, music, art, dance).

3.        identify and describe ways families, groups, tribes and communities influence the individual’s daily life and personal choices.

4.       identify characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.
5.       identify examples of individual struggles and their influence and contributions (e.g., Sitting Bull, Louis Riel, Chief Plenty Coups, Evelyn Cameron, Helen Keller, Mohandas Gandhi, Rosa Parks).

6.     identify roles in group situations (e.g., student, family member, peer member).


	1.    Compare and illustrate the ways various groups (e.g., cliques, clubs, ethnic communities, American Indian tribes) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., self esteem, friendship, heritage) and contribute to personal identity.

2.    explain and give examples of how human expression (e.g., language, literature, arts, architecture, traditions, beliefs, spirituality) contributes to the development and transmission of culture.
3.    identify and differentiate ways regional, ethnic and national cultures influence individual’s daily lives and personal choices.

4.    compare and illustrate the unique characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.
5.     explain the cultural contributions of, and tensions between, racial and ethnic groups in Montana, the United States, and the world.
6.      identify and describe the stratification of individuals within social groups (e.g., status, social class, haves and have nots).


	1.       analyze and evaluate the ways various groups (e.g., social, political, cultural) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., individual needs, common good) and contribute to personal identity.

2.        analyze human experience and cultural expression (e.g., language, literature, arts, traditions, beliefs, spirituality, values, behavior) and create a product which illustrates an integrated view of a specific culture.

3.        analyze the impact of ethnic, national and global influences on specific situations or events.
4.        evaluate how the unique characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups have contributed to Montana’s history and contemporary life (e.g., legal and political relationships between and among tribal, state, and federal governments).

5.        analyze the conflicts resulting from cultural assimilation and cultural preservation among various ethnic and racial groups in Montana, the United States and the world.

6.        analyze the interactions of individuals, groups and institutions in society (e.g., social mobility, class conflict, globalization).




Social Studies Performance Standards: 

A Profile of Four Levels
The Social Studies Performance Standards describe students’ knowledge, skills and abilities in the social studies content area on a continuum from kindergarten through grade twelve. These descriptions provide a picture or profile of student achievement at the four performance levels—advanced, proficient, nearing proficiency and novice.


Grade 4 Social Studies

Advanced A fourth-grade student at the advanced level in Social Studies demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) 
consistently recognizes and follows the steps of an inquiry process to locate, evaluate, and thoughtfully use information in decision making;

(b)
clearly describes the purpose and various levels of government in our lives;

(c) 
effectively practices citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities;

(d)    consistently applies geographic knowledge to other subject areas and independently relates geographic understandings to the world around him/her in meaningful ways;

(e) 
consistently locates and applies information of historical events and issues from a variety of sources to effectively explain connections between past and present;

(f)     consistently identifies basic economic principles and clearly describes their effects on individuals and communities; and

(g) 
independently recognizes and clearly describes how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.

Proficient A fourth-grade student at the proficient level in Social Studies demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:

(a) 
recognizes and follows the steps of an inquiry process to locate, evaluate and use information in decision making roles;

(b) 
describes the purpose and various levels of government in our lives;

(c) 
practices citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities;

(d)    applies basic geographic knowledge to other subject areas and relates geographic understanding to the world around him/her

(e)     locates and uses basic information of historical events to explain connections between past and present;

(f) 
identifies basic economic principles and describes their general effects on individuals and communities; and

(g)     recognizes and describes how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.

Nearing Proficiency A fourth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite

knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in Social Studies. He/she:

(a)
 recognizes and follows some of the steps of an inquiry process to locate and use information in decision making, but has difficulty evaluating the quality of the information;

(b) 
identifies, with assistance, the purpose and some of the levels of government in our lives;

(c) 
practices citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities;

(d) 
sometimes applies geographic knowledge to other subject areas and relates obvious geographic knowledge to the world around him/her;

(e)
 locates and sometimes uses basic information of historical events to explain obvious connections between past and present;

(f)
 sometimes identifies basic economic principles, but incompletely describes their obvious effects on individuals and communities; and

(g) 
sometimes recognizes, but has difficulty explaining, how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.

Novice A fourth-grade student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in Social Studies. He/she:

(a)
 sometimes recognizes and follows some of the steps of an inquiry process to locate information, but needs much assistance to evaluate the quality of information or to use it in decision making;

(b) 
seldom identifies the purpose or levels of government in our lives;

(c) 
has difficulty practicing citizenship rights and responsibilities in the classroom community;

(d) 
sometimes identifies geographic knowledge but often is unable to relate this knowledge to other subject areas and usually needs assistance relating geographic knowledge to the world around him/her;

(e)
 locates, but seldom uses, basic information of historical events and has difficulty explaining connections between past and present;

(f) 
seldom identifies economic principles but, with assistance, describes some of the effects on individuals and communities;
and

(g) 
seldom recognizes how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity and behavior.

Grade 8 Social Studies

Advanced An eighth-grade student at the advanced level in Social Studies demonstrates superior performance. He/she:

(a) 
consistently and effectively applies an inquiry process to locate, evaluate, and use in a variety of decision making situations;

(b)
 clearly describes and compares the principles and structure of power, authority, and governance;

(c)
 purposefully practices citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities;

(d)
 actively explores geographic information and problems, and proposes novel, well-articulated ideas and solutions by independently applying geographic skills and tools;

(e) 
consistently conducts research to draw unique parallels between historical and current events and issues;

(f) 
independently recognizes fundamental economic issues and thoroughly illustrates how they interrelate and affect families, communities, cultures and nations; and

(g)
 critically examines and effectively compares and contrasts how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.

Proficient An eighth-grade student at the proficient level in Social Studies demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:
(a)
 applies an inquiry process to locate, evaluate, and use information in a variety of decision making scenarios;

(b)
 describes and compares the principles and structure of power, authority, and governance;

(c)
 practices citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities;

(d
 effectively seeks information, solves problems, and communicates findings using geographic skills and tools;

(e)
 conducts appropriate research to draw reasonable parallels between historical and current events and issues;
(f)
 recognizes fundamental economic issues and meaningfully illustrates how they interrelate and affect families, communities, cultures, and nations; and

(g) 
examines and compares and contrasts how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.

Nearing Proficiency An eighth-grade student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in Social Studies. He/she:
(a) 
applies an inquiry process to locate information for use in limited decision making scenarios, but has difficulty evaluating the information;

(b) 
describes, but with difficulty, compares the principles and structure of power, authority, and governance;

(c) 
with assistance practices citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities;

(d)
gathers information related to geographic problems with assistance, but has difficulty using geographic skills and tools to communicate findings;

(e)
 sometimes conducts appropriate research and, with assistance, draws parallels between historical and current events and issues;

(f) 
frequently recognizes fundamental economic issues and, with assistance, illustrates how they interrelate and affect families, communities, cultures, and nations; and

(g) 
explains and sometimes compares how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.
Novice An eighth-grade student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in Social Studies. He/she:
(a)
 sometimes applies an inquiry process to locate information for use in limited decision making scenarios, and seldom evaluates the information;

(b) 
sometimes describes, but seldom compares, the principles and structure of power, authority and governance;

(c) 
seldom practices citizenship rights and responsibilities;

(d) 
inconsistently locates required geographic information, has difficulty relating this information to a larger geographic problem, and does not clearly understand when to apply specific geographic skills and tools to his/her work;

(e) 
seldom conducts appropriate research, but with assistance, draws a few obvious parallels between historical and current events;

(f) 
sometimes recognizes fundamental economic issues but seldom illustrates how they interrelate and affect families, communities, cultures, and nations; and

(g)
 sometimes explains, but seldom compares, how culture influences and diversity contributes to human development, identity, and behavior.
Upon Graduation Social Studies
Advanced A graduating student at the advanced level in Social Studies demonstrates superior performance. He/she:
(a)
 independently analyzes and adapts an inquiry process to locate and evaluate information from a variety of sources and effectively applies that information to various decision making situations;

(b) 
effectively analyzes and critiques the principles and structure of power, authority, and governance;

(c)
 independently demonstrates civic responsibility by participating meaningfully as a citizen in the process;

(d)
 makes meaningful geographic inferences in a variety of contexts and independently conducts geography-related research to develop and extensively support a position on an issue;

(e) 
consistently analyzes historical patterns and conducts independent research to thoroughly and effectively develop and defend a position on an issue;

(f)
 analyzes unique impacts of the application of economic principles on decision making in national and global economies;

(g)
 independently analyzes and critiques the impact of human interaction on society and purposefully evaluates the effects of cultural diversity on individuals and society.
Proficient A graduating student at the proficient level in Social Studies demonstrates solid academic performance. He/she:
(a) 
analyzes and adapts an inquiry process to locate and evaluate information from a variety of sources and applies that information to various decision making situations;

(b)
 analyzes and critiques the principles and structure of power, authority and governance;

(c) 
demonstrates civic responsibility by participating meaningfully as a citizen across various communities;

(d) 
makes meaningful geographic inferences and actively conducts geography-related research to develop and adequately support a position on an issue;

(e)
 analyzes historical patterns and conducts research to develop and adequately defend a position on an issue;

(f)
 analyzes various impacts of the application of economic principles on decision making in national and global economies; and

(g) 
analyzes and critiques the impact of human interaction on society and evaluates the effects of cultural diversity on individuals and society.

Nearing Proficiency A graduating student at the nearing proficiency level demonstrates a partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills fundamental for proficiency in Social Studies. He/she:
(a) 
usually analyzes and adapts an inquiry process to locate information from a variety of sources, incompletely evaluates information, and with limited success, applies the information to various decision making situations;

(b) 
sometimes analyzes, but ineffectively critiques the principles and structure of power, authority and governance;

(c) 
occasionally demonstrates civic responsibility by participating as a citizen across various communities;

(d)
 sometimes makes meaningful geographic inferences but has difficulty conducting geography-related research to develop and support a position on an issue;

(e) 
identifies some historical patterns, and with assistance, conducts research to develop and partially defend a position on an issue;

(f) 
sometimes analyzes obvious impacts of the application of economic principles on decision making in national and global economies; and

(g) 
sometimes analyzes and critiques the impact of human interaction on society and evaluates the obvious effects of cultural diversity on individuals and society.
Novice A graduating student at the novice level is beginning to attain prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental at each benchmark in Social Studies. He/she:
(a)
inconsistently uses and seldom analyzes or adapts an inquiry process to locate information even from limited sources, evaluates information, with assistance, and rarely applies information to decision making situations;

(b)
 incompletely analyzes, and with difficulty, critiques the principles and structure of power, authority and governance;

(c)
 demonstrates limited civic responsibility;

(d)
 seldom makes meaningful geographic inferences and requires assistance conducting geography-related research to develop and support a position on an issue;

(e) 
sometimes identifies historical patterns, and with assistance, conducts research, but has difficulty developing or defending a position on an issue;

(f) 
analyzes, with much assistance, obvious impacts of the application of economic principles on decision making in national and global economies; and

(g) 
seldom analyzes the impact of human interaction on society and exhibits limited ability to evaluate the effects of cultural diversity on individuals and society.

Skills
And
Knowledge

Kindergarten

Community-Self, Home, School

Course Overview:

The learner at the kindergarten level is egocentric; therefore, social studies emphasizes community-self, home, and School. The content of kindergarten social studies is arranged around the Social Studies Standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the economic connections that shape our lives, geographic knowledge that enhances understanding, and other factual information we need to know to understand social studies.

The young student must become grounded within his/her new and complex world. This requires developing necessary social skills of communicating with others, functioning appropriately within a classroom/school community, improving problem solving, and accepting personal responsibility. The teacher must nurture this growth by providing an atmosphere of trust, respect, and willingness to try. Through a variety of active learning experiences, the student will extend his/her knowledge base, and abilities with the goal of becoming a responsible group member. Current events will be taught as is developmentally appropriate. Assessment will include oral student repose, student-made products, and teacher observation.

Social Studies Curriculum Kindergarten

Content Standard 1:

Student access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Students will:

1.1.1 Identify examples of technology used in the home and school.

Content Standard 2:

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:

2.1.5 Identify problems and seek solutions.

2.2.5 Make appropriate choices, decisions and accept responsibility for self, actions, and personal belongings.

2.3.6 Develop cooperative learning skills.

2.4.4 Recognize that rules help people stay safe.
2.5.5 Learn that schools and communities all have rules and responsibilities that help people get along.

2.6.2 Become aware of the voting process.

2.7.2
Become aware of national holidays.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).
Students will:

                   3.1.2 (5)  
Understand that a globe is a model of the earth.


3.2.1.
Understand that a map is a representation of all or part of the 




earth.

3.3.2 Understand location terms: over, under, near, far, left, right.

3.4.6 Identify and be familiar with the seasons.

Content Standard 4:
Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.


Students will:

4.1.3 The student will be introduced to historical figures i.e. (George Washington and Abraham Lincoln).

4.2.4 The student will understand that holidays are celebrations of special events i.e. (National patriotic holidays, Presidents Day and Independence day).

4.3.4 Recognize national symbols (such as the flag). 

Content Standard 5:

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.

Students will:


5.1.1
Learn about community workers.



5.2.2
Discover that people work to provide money for goods and services.


        5.3.1, 3
Recognize the importance of sharing.



5.4.5
Explore goods and services provided in communities.

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.3
Recognize that every individual is unique.



6.2.1
Identify different groups to which individuals belong.



6.3.3
Examine diverse family structures around the world.



6.4.3
Recognize that family and groups have similarities and differences.



6.5.4
Compare and contrast the customs of families in communities around the world.



6.6.5
Introduce history and culture of Montana’s early American Indians.
Grade 1

Community-School, Family, Neighborhood

Course Overview:

The focus of the first grade year is community in relationship to school, family and neighborhood. The content of first grade social studies is arranged around the Social Studies Standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that we need in a changing world, the economic connections that shape our lives, geographic knowledge that enhances understanding, and other factual information we need to know to understand social studies. Current events will be taught regularly. Students are expected to develop and use a variety of skills, including assessing, organizing, analyzing, applying, and reporting information in the context of course content. Students will engage in a variety of learning experiences including literature-based sharing and responding, individual and group project, multimedia presentations, and performance tasks. Assessment will include written and oral student responses, student-made products and presentations, teacher observation, and performance assessment of learning activities and tasks.

Social Studies Curriculum 1st Grade

Content Standard 1:

Student access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:

           
   1.1.1 (2, 3)
Students will participate in creating and interpreting graphs.

Content Standard 2:
Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:


2.1.5
Develop and exhibit citizenship traits in the classroom, school, and other social environments.


2.2.2
Identify the roles of leaders in the home, school, and community such as parents, mayor, police officers, principal, and teacher.


2.3.5
Participate in democratic decision-making.


2.4.5 
Recognize the need for rules in different settings.


2.5.6
Identify the need for fairness in rules by individuals and by people in authority.


2.6.6
Predict consequences that may result from responsible and irresponsible actions.


2.7.7
Utilize media and technology resources.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Students will: 

               3.1.1 (2, 5)
Develop an understanding that globes, maps, and photographs represent real places.


3.2.3
Explain “location” in terms of home, school and neighborhood.


3.3.5
Locate our city and state on a map.


3.4.1
Construct a simple map with a map key.


3.5.6
Identify changes in seasons and weather.


3.5.2
Introduce cardinal directions.

Content Standard 4:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.


Students will:

4.1.4 Identify historical figures  such as Abraham Lincoln and George Washington and others who have influenced the nation. 

4.2.3 Understand simple family history through parents and grandparents.

4.3.2 Understand and use time sequencing: day, week, month, year, yesterday, today and tomorrow.

4.3.2 Recognizes the calendar as a measure of time and record of events.


4.4.4
Understand the origins of selected customs holidays and celebrations of the community state and nation.

Content Standard 5

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.

Students will:



5.1.3
Compare, contrast, and give examples of need and wants.



5.2.4
Compare and contrast past and present changes within the local community.



5.3.6
Identify examples in which technology has affected economic conditions.

Content Standard 6

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.1
Describe the roles of individuals in the family.



6.2.3
Identify various groups to which individuals and families belong.



6.3.3
Compare and contrast similarities and differences among individuals and families.



6.4.5
Explore the benefits of diversity in the United States.


        6.5.4, 5
Review characteristics of Native American tribes in Montana and other cultural groups.



6.6.2
Develop an awareness of multicultural society through the use of biographies and oral traditions using literature, art and music.

Grade 2

Community-Neighborhood, Citizenship

Course Overview:

The focus of the second grade is Community with an emphasis on Neighborhood and Citizenship. The content of second grade social studies is arranged around the Social Studies Standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship; that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that need in a changing world, the economic connections that shape our lives, geographic knowledge that enhances understanding, and other factual information we need to know to understand social studies. Current events will be taught regularly. Students will engage in a variety of learning experiences including discussions, reading and writing activities, use of theme literature, individual and group projects, and multimedia presentations. Students are expected to develop and use a variety of skills including accessing, interpreting, organizing, analyzing, applying, and reporting information in the context of course content. Assessment will include written and oral student response, student-made products and presentations, teacher observation, and performance assessment of learning activities and tasks.

Social Studies Curriculum 2nd Grade

Content Standard 1:

Student access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:

                    1.1.2(3)
Demonstrate the use of appropriate resources such as  




technology, charts, graphs, and maps to gather and interpret 




information.

 Content Standard 2: 

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:


2.1.5 Identify and describe attributes of responsible citizenship, 



demonstrate responsible citizenship in the school, community, 



and other social environments.

                 2.2.4(5, 6)
Analyze and evaluate the effects of responsible citizenship in the 





school, community, and other social environments.



2.3.2
Identify and explain the functions of local governmental bodies and elected officials.

                    2.4.1(2)
Recognize and demonstrate examples of the elective process.


2.5.5
Describe the interdependence among individuals, families, and the community.


2.6.6
Identify examples of responsible citizenship in society and social environments.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Students will:


3.1.1
Locate Montana and the United States on a world map.

                 3.2.2(6)

Identify the physical characteristics of different global features such as landforms, bodies of water, natural resources and weather.

                 3.3.2(5)

Review cardinal directions/compass rose.


3.4.3.
Construct a map using a map key to locate specific points.


3.5.2

Identify the seven continents. 

Content Standard 4:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.


Students will:


4.1.2 Understand the changes and growth in a community.

4.2.6 Compare and contrast events from past, present and future.

            4.3.3(1, 2, 4)
Examine biographies of historical figures and explain their relationship to past events.


4.4.5
Identify and illustrate how energy, transportation, and communication have impacted the course of history.

Content Standard 5:

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.

Students will:


    5.1.2, 3, 4
Distinguish between producers and consumers and identify ways people are both producers and consumers.



5.2.2
Distinguish between foods produced and services provided in communities.



5.3.2
Describe different types of workers and ways people earn an income.



5.4.5
Identify the sources and use of revenue in the community.



5.5.4
Analyze the changing uses of community’s economic resources and predict future changes.



5.6.6
Identify examples of how science and technology have affected economic conditions.

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.1
Respect the diversity, worth, and contributions of all people.



6.2.6
Share similarities and differences between family traditions.



6.3.3
Identify and appreciate customs, celebrations, and traditions from a variety of cultures.


       6.4.4, 5
Identify characteristics of early American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.


6.5.2
Develop an awareness of multicultural society through the use of biographies, oral traditions, literature, art and music. 

Grade 3

Communities: Government and Their People, Local History

Course Overview:

The focus of the course is Local and World Communities, Past and Present. The content of third grade social studies is arranged around the Social Studies Standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that we need in a changing world the economic connections that shape our lives, geographic knowledge that enhances understanding, and other factual information we need to know to understand social studies. Current events will be taught regularly. Students will be expected to develop and apply various strategies including organizing, analyzing, applying, and reporting through the context of the course content. Students will engage in a variety of learning experiences that address individual learning styles. Assessment will include written and oral student response, student-made products, multi-media presentation, teacher observation, objective tests, and performance assessment of learning activities and tasks.

Social Studies Curriculum Grade 3

Content Standard 1:
Student access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:


       1.1.1, 2, 3   
Understand, synthesize, apply, and evaluate course content using appropriate resources including the inquiry process and real world situations. 

Content Standard 2:
Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:

2.1.1 Explain the need for government in society.

2.2.2 Recognize different levels of government (i.e. city, county, state, tribal, and federal government.

2.3.2 Name main leadership positions (i.e. president, governor, and mayor).

2.4.3 Compare and contrast services commonly provided by various forms of government.

2.5.4 Identify how laws are established and how they relate to individuals, families, and communities.

2.6.5 Identify the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

2.7.6 Explain how communities interact and function.



2.8.6
Identify ways to settle disputes by considering other points of view and expressing one’s own view.



2.9.7
Describe ways in which technology is used in a community.


             2.10.7
Identify the impact of technological change on communities.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).


Students will:



3.1.1
Use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate points on a map and globe.



3.2.1
Differentiate between latitude and longitude.



3.3.1
Create and utilize maps that contain map elements including, titles, keys, symbols, legends, scales, and a compass rose.



3.4.2
Identify the northern and southern hemispheres.



3.5.2
Name the seven continents.



3.6.2
Distinguish between towns, cities, states, regions, countries, and continents. 



3.7.2
Identify land and water forms on a map.



3.8.2
Recognize characteristics of landforms: forests, mountains, deserts, and prairies.


               3.9.3
Describe the importance of the earth’s physical features as it pertains to human settlement and how people adapt to their environment.


         3.10.3, 4
Understand the ways physical environment affects life and work.


             3.11.4
Show migration and settlement patterns of the U.S.


             3.12.4
Examine the development of communities in relation to available resources.


             3.13.4
Compare and contrast regional characteristics of the U.S.


             3.14.5
Obtain local and Montana State information, including historical and geographic data. Use a variety of print, oral, visual, and computer sources.

                     3.15.5
Interpret data and chronological relationships within the history of local community.


            3.16.6
Describe and explain variations in the physical environment, including climate, seasons, land forms, natural resources, and natural hazards and how they affect society.

Content Standard 4:
Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.


Students will:



4.1.1
Compare and contrast historical data and multimedia.



4.2.1
Use primary sources to develop an understanding of the past (e.g., journals, diaries, and artifacts).



4.3.2
Read, create, and interpret timelines.



4.4.3
Relate myths, legends and folk tales to historical events.


           4.5.3, 4
Examine biographies; compare and contrast roles of historical figures.



4.6.4
Develop awareness of history and the establishment of national holidays and symbols.



4.7.5
Explore technological changes throughout history (e.g., transportation, energy, and communications).



4.8.6
Explore the viewpoints of different cultural groups in U.S. history.



4.9.7
Recognize the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians.

Content Standard 5:

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.

Students will:



5.1.1
Explain the impact of scarcity on the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.



5.2.1
Compare how human needs are met over time and space.



5.3.2
Identify the relationship between supply and demand and its effect on the price of a product.



5.4.2
Distinguish and analyze the economic resources within communities.



5.5.3
Summarize production and transportation as it pertains to private and public goods and services. 



5.6.4 
Explain/Discuss the issues of recycling and conservation of natural resources.



5.7.5
Identify ways of earning, spending and saving money.



5.8.6
Explore ways in which technology and science have affected economic conditions.

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.1
Interact socially to develop a sense of belonging, personal identity, and contribution.



6.2.2
Explain how culture is transmitted.



6.3.2
Review literature and arts of other times and places.



6.4.3
Understand that each individual has an effect on and is affected by the people and places in his or her environment.



6.5.4
Identify characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.



6.6.4
Describe and analyze similarities and differences among families and communities in different times and places.



6.7.5
Analyze the role of real and fictional heroes in shaping the culture of communities.



6.8.6
Compare and contrast the family structure and the roles of its members over time.



6.9.6
Describe how individuals, events, and ideas change over time.

Grade 4

Regions of the United States and Montana; Montana History

Course Overview:

In the fourth grade, the emphasis is on Montana History and U.S. and Montana regions. The content of fourth grade social studies is arranged around the Social Studies Standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that we need in a changing world, and the economic connections that shape our lives, geographic knowledge that enhances understanding, and the other factual information we need to know to understand social studies. Current events and, especially their connection to world and local events, will be included as a regular part of the course. Students are expected to develop and use a variety of skills including discussing, comparing, describing, explaining, applying, researching, and reporting. Assessment will include written and oral student response, student-made products and presentations, teacher observation, objective test, and performance assessment of learning activities and tasks.

Social Studies Curriculum Grade 4:

 Content Standard 1:

Student access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:

     1.1.1 2, 3
Understand, synthesize, apply, and evaluate course content using appropriate resources including the inquiry process and real world situations.

 Content Standard 2:

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.

Students will:


2.1.1
Introduce the basic functions of the three branches of state and federal government.



2.2.1
Introduce the Montana legislative process.


2.3.2
Identify leaders in the state and local governments, including the governor and selected members of the legislature.



2.4.2
Identify leadership qualities of state and local leaders.



2.5.3
Identify the major responsibilities of local, state,  tribal, and federal government.



2.6.4
Explain how local, state, and federal laws are made and enforced.



2.7.5
Explain how individuals can participate voluntarily in civic affairs at state and local levels.



2.8.5
Explain the role of the individual in state and local elections.



2.9.6
Identify problems or important issues, participate in discussions, evaluate information, distinguish fact from opinion and express one’s own ideas.


         2.10.7
Describe how scientific discoveries and technological innovations have benefited individuals, businesses, and society. 


         2.11.7
Predict how future scientific discoveries and technological innovations might affect society.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Students will:



3.1.2
Name the regions of Montana and identify their natural resources, various land forms, and major rivers.



3.2.2
Name the regions of the U.S. and identify their states, natural resources, various land forms, and major rivers.


        3.3.2, 5
Identify oceans, rivers, etc. and differentiate among continents, countries, states, counties, and cities.

                    3.4.1, 5
Interpret map symbols, directional terms, and legends.


        3.5.1, 5
Uses latitude and longitude to locate places on a map or globe.


3.6.6
Detail the effects of physical and climate elements (i.e. oceans, currents, wind, and mountains).



3.7.4
Explain the impact of geography on human settlement patterns.


        3.8.3, 7
Compare and contrast rural and urban areas.



3.9.5
Understand the general historical perspective of the community.


          3.10.1
Identify land and water forms on a map and globe to include oceans, rivers, and continents. 

                  3.11.3, 7
Evaluate ways people use, modify, and adapt to the physical environment past and present.

                      3.12.2
Compare and contrast hemispheres.


          3.13.2
Use global reference points.


          3.14.5
Use appropriate geographic resources to gather information.

Content Standard 4:
Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.

Students will:


4.1.4
Recognize and identify the state symbols (flag, seal, bird, tree, animal and flower) and the ideals they represent.



4.2.6 
Define the role of an historian and explain the importance of comparing and contrasting events through different points of view.

    4.3.1, 3, 4
Examine groups of people and events associated with Montana history through various sources of information (e.g., biographies, artifacts, stories, narratives, etc).



4.4.2
Read and use a timeline.



4.5.5
Analyze the effect of technology on Montana’s citizens past and present.



4.6.7
Review American Indian culture.



4.7.7
Evaluate similarities and differences among Montana’s different cultural groups, (American Indians, cowboys, and settlers, etc.).



4.8.1
Recognize the development of the state through the Region’s history.

Content Standard 5:
Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.
Students will:


       5.1.1, 2
Identify and explain the effects of natural resources on major industries in Montana. 



5.2.6
Recognize that as technology changes so do the ways that people in a community or region earn a living.



5.3.1
Explain the relationship between unlimited wants and limited resources.



5.4.2
Explain trade as it relates to people in Montana, the U.S., and the world.



5.5.2
Relate economic cycles to regions, products, and populations.



5.5.6
Analyze the choices and opportunity cost involved in economic decisions.



5.7.5
Recognize that money can be used for spending, saving, and paying taxes.

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.
Students will:



6.1.4
Identify lifestyles of differing Indian tribes in Montana.



6.2.5
Identify individuals and groups significant to Montana by indicating their historical place in Montana history including geographical location and personal contribution. 



6.3.2
Describe and compare the cultural characteristics of regions within Montana and evaluate their significance. 

Grade 5

United States History-Survey

Course Overview:

The focus of this course is a survey of United States History. Episodes include Exploration, Colonization, American Revolution, Evolution of United States Government, Expansion to the Mississippi, the Civil war, Reconstruction, Expansion West of the Mississippi, the Industrial Era, Involvement in Global wars, Rights and Suffrage, and the Technological Era. The content of fifth grade social studies is arranged around the Social Studies Standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that we need in a changing world, the economic connections that shape our lives, geographic knowledge that enhances understanding, and other factual information we need to know to understand social studies. Current events will be taught regularly, particularly in the context of social studies competencies addressed. Students will employ a variety of skills such as reading, observing, listening, collecting, organizing, creating, and presenting to facilitate their knowledge of United States history and geography.

Social Studies Curriculum Grade 5

Content Standard 1: 

Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Students will:


     1.1.1 2, 3
Understand, synthesize, apply and evaluate course content.



1.2.3
Compare/Contrast different points of view about an issue or topic.


    1.3.1, 2, 3
Organize and interpret information in outlines, reports and databases.

Content Standard 2:


Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:




2.1.1
Explain the development, organization, and function of our national government.



2.2.1
List the functions of the three branches of government and explain the function of each.



2.3.1
Identify how laws are made.


        2.4.5, 6
Summarize reasons for the creation of the Bill of Rights.



2.5.2
Identify leaders in local, state, tribal, and national government.


    2.6.4, 5, 6
Recognize the privileges and responsibilities of citizens living in a democracy.



2.7.6
Understand responsible citizenship practices in a variety of environments.


        2.8.2, 3
Differentiate between local, state, tribal, and national governments. 



2.9.7
Identify how scientific discoveries and technological innovations have advanced medicine, communication, transportation, technology, and the U.S. economy.


          2.10.7
Analyze environmental changes brought about by scientific discoveries and technological innovations.


          2.11.7
Predict how future scientific discoveries and technological innovations could affect life in the U.S.


         2.12.2
Explore how to contact elected and appointed leaders in local, state, tribal, and national government.


         2.13.2
Discover how individuals can participate in civic affairs and political organizations.

Content Standard 3:


Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).


Students will:



3.1.2
Locate the seven continents and four major oceans using a globe and a world map.


        3.2.3, 4
Identify reasons for movement and migration of peoples.


    3.3.1, 2, 5
Interpret and construct different types of maps, graphs, and grids.



3.4.5
Use geographic tools such as grid systems, legends, symbols, scales, compasses, and atlases to collect, analyze, and interpret data.


        3.5.3, 7
Identify reasons why people have adapted to and modified their environment, to meet basic needs. 


   3.6.4, 6, 7
Describe a variety of regions in the U.S. such as political, population, and economic that result from patterns of human activity.


3.7.3, 4, 5, 6
Describe a variety of regions in the U.S. such as landform, climate and vegetation that result from physical characteristics.

Content Standard 4:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.


Students will:


4.1, 3, 6, 7
Understand the cause and effect of European colonization and expansion in the U.S.

     4.2.1, 2, 3, 4, 6
Explain how conflict between the American colonies and Great Britain led to American independence.


     4.3.2, 5
Summarize the events that led to the creation of the U.S. Constitution. 


         4.4.6
Define the role of an historian and explain the importance of comparing and contrasting events through different points of view.

         4.5.1, 3, 4, 6
Describe the contributions of people of diverse cultures throughout the history of the U.S.

 4.6.1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7
Identify the people and places associated with specific events.

4.7.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7
Describe the views, lives, and impact of key individuals during specific time periods.


     4.8.2, 6
Identify the personal impact and economic hardship of war on families, communities, and regions.



4.9.5
Understand how scientific discoveries and technological innovations in the fields of medicine, communications, technology, and transportation have advanced individuals and society in the U.S.

Content Standard 5:

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.

Students will:


  5.1.1, 2, 4
Identify economic resources found in the U.S. and neighboring countries such as human, natural, or capital, and assess their long-term availability.

          5.2.1, 2, 3, 4
Analyze the economic effects of the unequal distribution of natural resources on the U.S. and its neighbors.


      5.3.1, 2
Describe the ways in which the economics of the U.S. and its neighbors are interdependent and assess the impact of increasing international economic interdependence.

    5.4.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Explain how supply and demand affects the consumer, business, industry, and agriculture in U.S.



5.5.5
Explain economic patterns of various early Native American groups in the U.S.

        5.6.1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Explain the economic pattern of early European colonists.

        5.7.1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Identify the economic motivations for European exploration and settlement in the U.S.


5.8.1, 2, 4, 6
Identify and explain how geographic factors have influenced the location of economic activities.

    5.9.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Analyze the effects of immigration, migration, and resources on the economic development and growth of the U.S.


         5.10.6
Describe the impact of mass production, specialization, and division of labor on economic growth of the U.S.


        5.11.6
Analyze how developments in transportation and communication have influenced economic activities in the U.S.

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.1
Locate and describe people of diverse ethnic and religious cultures.



6.2.1
Identify examples of cultural interaction within and among the regions of the U.S.



6.3.1
Recognize how the differences and similarities among people have produced diverse American cultures.



6.4.2
Compare and contrast art, music, craft, and literature forms in the different U.S. regions.



6.5.2
Identify significant examples of art, music and literature from various periods in U.S. history.



6.6.2
Explain how examples of art, music, and literature reflect the times during which they were created.


        6.7.3, 6
Identify the similarities and differences within and among selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups in the U.S.


6.8.1, 2, 3, 4
Describe customs, celebrations, and traditions of selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups in the U.S.

        6.9.1, 2, 3, 4, 6
Summarize the contributions of people of selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups to our national identity. 

Social Studies Curriculum Grade 6

Course Overview:

The focus of this course is World History and Geography with an emphasis on the early civilizations of the Eastern Hemisphere, the content around the six Montana standards for social studies. Current events and their connection to world geography and history are also stressed as a regular part of the course. Students develop and use a variety of skills including: assessing, organizing, analyzing, applying, evaluating and reporting information. Students engage in a variety of learning experiences including lecture and note taking, research, individual and group projects, multi-media presentations, simulation exercises, debates, and performance task. Student assessment includes objective and essay test, a variety of various learning activities, samples of student work/portfolios, and performance.

Content Standard 1:  

Students access, synthesizes, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:


        1.1.1, 2
Use available reference materials to create and assess the quality of information.



1.2.3
Interpret and apply information to support conclusions and use group decision making strategies to solve real world problems.

Content Standard 2:  

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 
Students will:



2.1.7
Identify specific technologies and their impact on ancient civilizations. Students will begin to assess how technology may need to be regulated or controlled. 



2.2.6
Compare and contrast how groups and nations deal with conflict and promote cooperation.

Content Standard 3:  
Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 
Students will:


            3.1.3
Analyze diverse land use and explain the contemporary effects of this use on the environment. 


        
3.2.6
Distinguish between short term and long term physical change.



3.3.7
Describe major changes caused by human beings and analyze their effect on community and environment.



3.4.2
Identify physical, natural, and human features on maps or globes and explain their relationships within the ecosystem.



3.5.5
Use appropriate geographic resources to generate information explaining the interaction of physical and human systems.



3.6.3
Analyze diverse land use and explain the historical and contemporary effects of this use on the environment.



3.7.5
Use appropriate geographic resources to qualify their findings on diverse land use.



3.8.4
Analyze how trade leads to interdependence and/or conflict.



3.9.1
Use maps, globes, aerial photographs, and satellite images to gather and compare information and/or conflict.



         3.10.5
Use appropriate geographic resources to identify dominate patterns of climate and land use and compute population density.
Content Standard 4:  

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.  
Students will:



4.1.1
Use various reference materials and evaluate the credibility of sources used.



4.2.4
Use reference materials to identify significant events and people and important democratic values in the major eras and civilizations.



4.3.5
Use reference materials to identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society.



4.4.4
Organize various people and events in chronological order and be able to organize them in geographic areas. 



4.5.5
Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on ancient societies



4.6.2
Describe the cause and effect of various events in history.



4.7.3
Use historical facts and concepts and apply methods of inquiry to make informed decisions.



4.7.6
Explain how and why events may be interpreted differently according to the points of view of the participants, witnesses, reporters and historians.



4.8.3
Analyze historical facts and concepts and write essays using primary documents, interviews, and comparative accounts.

Content Standard 5:  

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.


Students will:



5.1.1
Be able to identify and define the basic economic concepts of supply, demand, production, exchange, consumption, labor, wages, capital inflation, private goods and services.



5.2.5
Illustrate how different forms of money were developed and used for trade of goods and services.



5.3.6
Analyze the influences of technological advancements to ancient civilizations.



5.4.2
Explain the cause and effect of historical events.



5.5.4
Analyze how various personal and cultural points of view influence economic decisions in cultures of various civilizations. 

Content Standard 6:  

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.1
Compare and illustrate the ways various groups (ethnic communities) meet human needs and concerns.



6.2.5
Explain the cultural contributions of and tensions between racial and ethnic groups in ancient civilizations. 



6.3.6
Describe stratification of individuals within social groups (e.g. status, social class, haves and have nots).



6.4.2
Explain and give examples of how human expressions (e.g. language, literature, art architecture, traditions, beliefs, spirituality) contribute to the development and transmission of culture.



6.5.6
Identify and differentiate ways regional, ethnic and national cultures influence individual’s daily lives and personal choices.



6.6.4
Illustrate and compare the unique characteristics of cultural groups in their community.

Social Studies Curriculum Grade 7

Course Overview:

The focus and emphasis for the first part of this course is on World Geography.  The content of seventh grade social studies is arranged around the Montana content standards for social studies.  These standards include being responsible citizens in a democracy, appreciating cultural diversity, gaining a global perspective, understanding economic connections, applying geographic knowledge, and incorporating additional course content such as environmental studies, study skills and higher level thinking skills. 

The second portion of the course will focus on Montana history.  Standards, learning experiences, and student standards align with the previous part of the course.  Students will overview Montana’s native tribes, Lewis and Clark, the development of natural resources, and Montana’s journey to statehood. 

Students will engage in a variety of learning experiences including but not limited to lecture, reading, note-taking, individual and group projects, multi-media presentations, and computer applications.  Student assessment includes but is not limited to criterion reference objective tests, projects, research documents, and oral presentations.

Content Standard 1:  

Students access, synthesizes, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:

1.1.1  
Be able to use reference materials and to apply the steps of an inquiry process (i.e. Identify questions or problems, locate or evaluate potential resources, gather and synthesize information, create a new product and evaluate product and process.)

1.2.2 
 Use reference materials; assess the quality of information, (e.g. primary or secondary sources, point of view, and embedded values of the author). 

1.3.3  
Interpret and apply information to support conclusions and use group decision making strategies to solve problems in real world situation (e.g. school elections, community projects, conflict resolution, role playing scenarios).

Content Standard 2:  

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 
Students will:

2.1.2    Identify and describe basic features of political systems of the world.

2.2.3
 Identify significance of tribal sovereignty and Montana tribal governments’ relationship to local, state and federal governments.

2.3.6 
 Be able to explain conditions, actions and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among groups and nations (e.g., discrimination, peer interaction, trade agreements).

2.4.7  
Explain the need for laws and policies governing technology and explore solutions to problems that arise from technological advancements in the world



.

Content Standard 3:  
Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

Students will:

3.1.1    Analyze and use various representations of the Earth.

3.2.2 
 Locate on a map or globe physical features. 

3.3.4  
Explain how movement patterns throughout the world lead to interdependence and/or conflict.

3.4.5 
Use appropriate geographic resources to interpret and generate information explaining the interaction of physical and human systems.

3.5.6  
Describe and distinguish between the environmental effects on the earth of short-term physical changes.

3.6.3 Analyze land use and explain the historical and contemporary effects of this use on the environment, with an emphasis on Montana.

3.7.7 Describe major changes in local areas caused by human-environmental interaction.

Content Standard 4:  

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.  

Students will:

4.1.1
Interpret the past using a variety of sources.

4.2.2    Describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group people and events.

4.3.3
Use historical facts and concepts and apply methods of inquiry to make informed decisions as responsible citizens.

4.4.3
Identify significant events and people and important democratic values in the major eras/civilizations of Montana, American Indian, United States, and world history.

4.5.3
Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society.

4.6.3
Explain how and why historical events related to Montana history may be interpreted differently according to the points of view of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians.

4.7.3
Summarize major issues affecting the history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian tribes in Montana and the United States.

Content Standard 5:  
Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.


Students will:

5.1.2    Apply economic concepts to explain historical events, current situations, and social issues in local, Montana, tribal, or global concerns.

5.2.3.   Compare and contrast the differences between private and public goods and services.

5.3.4    Analyze how various personal and cultural points of view influence economic decisions. 

5.4.5 
Explain and illustrate how money is used.

5.5.6 
Analyze the influences of technological advancements on household, Montana State, Montana Native American, national, and global economies.

Content Standard 6:  

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.


Students will:

6.1.1 
Compare and illustrate the ways various groups meet human needs and concerns and contribute to personal identity.

6.2.5 
Explain the cultural contributions of, and tensions between, racial and ethnic groups in Montana and the world. 

6.3.6   Identify and describe the stratification of individuals within social groups.

6.4.2 Explain and give examples of how human expression contributes to the development and transmission of culture. 

6.5.2 Identify and differentiate ways regional, ethnic and national cultures influence individual’s daily lives and personal choices.

6.6.2 Compare and illustrate the unique characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups in Montana.

Social Studies Curriculum Grade 8

Course Overview:

This course will focus upon U.S. History starting at the colonial period through industrialization.  Current events and its connection to history will be stressed as well.  Students will learn and apply a variety of skills including analyzing, applying, evaluating and reporting information.  Students will be engaged in a variety of learning opportunities such as lecture, note-taking, cooperative learning, individual and group projects, multi-media presentations and class discussions.  Student assessment includes objective and essay tests, various learning activities, samples of student work/portfolios, and performance. 

Content Standard 1:  

Students access, synthesizes, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:

1.1.1 
Learn to utilize reference materials in order to apply the steps of the inquiry process, for example, gathering and reporting information or evaluating researched material. 

1.2.2 
Be able to discern the quality of research material, for example, primary and secondary sources, bias of the author, and the legitimacy of reference materials particularly the Internet.

1.3.3 
Learn to use social studies knowledge from, for example, texts and classroom learning to communicate and apply that knowledge.

Content Standard 2:  

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 
Students will:

2.1.1 
Be able to explain the purpose of government and how the powers of government are acquired, maintained, and used.

2.2.7 
Utilize social studies knowledge, for example, current events with and emphasis on US news and politics to understand the operation of government and demonstrate civic responsibility.

2.3.6 
Recognize and analyze what role cause and effect plays on the operation of government.

2.4.2 
Recognize and explain the basic features of the American political system and identify the political leaders from all levels of government, for example, national, state, local, and tribal leaders. 

2.5.4 
Differentiate and explain how various levels of government function to meet the needs of the citizenry, manage conflict, and establish order and security. 

2.6.5 
Identify and explain the basic principles of democracy (e.g., Bill of Rights, separation of powers, representative democracy).

2.7.3 
Determine the significance of Tribal governments and how it relates to national, state, and local governments. 

Content Standard 3:  

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

Students will:

3.1.3 
Analyze diverse land use and explain the historical and contemporary effects of this use on the environment.

3.2.7 
Be able to identify changes in a local area due to human interaction and critique the probable effects on the community and environment.

3.3.1 
Evaluate and utilize various representations of the Earth, for example, globes and political maps to gather and compare information about a place.

3.4.6 
Describe and differentiate between the environmental effects of short term physical changes such as a flood and long term physical changes such as plate tectonics. 

3.5.5 
Utilize geographic resources to interpret and generate information explaining the interaction of physical and human systems, for example, computing population density and calculating distance. 

3.6.2 
Locate on a map or globe physical features (e.g., land forms), natural features (e.g., flora and fauna), and human features (e.g., cities) and describe their relationships within the ecosystem.

3.7.4 
Report how movement patterns throughout the world such as people, ideas, diseases, products, and food lead to interdependence and/or conflict. 

Content Standard 4:  

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.  

Students will:

4.1.1    Interpret the past specifically the Colonial Era to Industrialization using a variety of sources, (e.g., biographies, documents, diaries, Internet, and primary sources and evaluate the credibility of the sources used). 

4.2.4    Identify significant events and people and the important democratic values such as freedom, equality, and privacy in the United States.

4.3.5 
Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on America society. 

4.4.2 
Describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group people and events such as chronological order, geography, cause and effect, change, and conflict.  

4.5.3 
Use historical facts and concepts and apply methods of inquiry, (e.g., example, primary documents, interviews, and research to make informed decisions as responsible citizens). 

4.6.6 
Explain how and why events like the American Revolution or Woman’s suffrage may be interpreted differently according to the points of view of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians. 

Content Standard 5:  

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.


Students will:

5.1.1
Be able to identify and explain basic economic concepts such as supply and demand, production, exchange, consumption, labor, wages, capital, inflation, deflation, and private goods and services.

5.2.2 
Apply economic concepts to explain historical events in national concerns

5.3.3 
Compare and contrast the difference between private and public goods and service

5.4.4 
Analyze how various personal and cultural points of view influence economic decisions such as land ownership, taxation, and unemployment. 

5.5.5 
Be able to explain and illustrate how money is used such as for trade, saving or investing by individuals and groups such as businesses and governments. 

5.6.6 
Analyze the influences of technological advances such as machinery, the internet, and genetics on our national economy.

Content Standard 6:  

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.


Students will:

6.1.2 
Explain and give examples of how human expression such as language, literature, arts, architecture, traditions, and spirituality contribute to the development and transmission of culture. 

6.2.3    Identify and differentiate ways regional, ethnic, and national cultures influence individuals’ daily lives and personal choices.

6.3.4 
Compare and illustrate unique characteristics of American Indian tribes and other cultural groups. 

6.4.5 
Explain the cultural contributions of and tensions between racial and ethnic groups of the United States.
World History/Global Studies 9th/10th Grade

Course Overview:


This course is a survey course that gives students the opportunity to explore recurring themes of human experience common to civilizations around the globe from ancient to contemporary times. Application of the themes of geography and an analysis of the cultural traits of civilization will help students understand how people shape their world and how their world shapes them. Students will examine the historical roots of significant events, ideas, movements, and phenomena. They encounter the contributions and patterns of living in civilization around the world. Students broaden their historical perspectives as they explore ways societies have dealt with continuity and change, exemplified by issues such as war and peace, internal stability and strife, and the development of the world. World History/Global Studies provides the foundation that enables students to acquire this knowledge which will be used in the study of Civics, Economics and United States History.

Content Standard 1:

Students will access, synthesize and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Students will:



1.1.3
Analyze the meaning of civilization in different times and places and demonstrate how such meanings reflect the societies of which they are a part.



1.2.2
Trace the development and assess the achievements of early river civilizations, including but not limited to those around the Huang-He, Nile, Indus, and Tigris-Euphrates rivers. 

Content Standard 2:

Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.

Students will:


    2.1.2, 4, 5
Define and analyze the political and economic changes in Africa.



2.2.6
Describe the effects of war and resulting peace treaties on population, movement, international economy, and shifts in the geographic and political boarders of various regions. 


        2.3.2, 6
Understand the causes and consequences of Revolution including totalitarian means to seize and maintain control – (rise and fall of the former USSR.)


     2.4.5A, 6 
 Understand Stalin’s rise to power in the Soviet Union and the connection between economies, political policies and systematic violations of human right.


     2.5.5A, 6
Analyze the causes of the cold war, including competition for influence in such places as the Congo, etc.


        2.6.2, 6

Analyze the Chinese Civil war the rise of Mao Tse-tung, and the subsequent political and economic upheavals in china (e.g. The Great Leap Forward, The Cultural Revolution, Tiananmen Square uprising).



         2.8.1.2

Trace the development of internal conflicts due to different religions, race, culture, and group loyalties in various areas of the world.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Students will:


        3.1.4, 7
Evaluate the causes and effectiveness of nineteenth and twentieth century nationalistic movements that challenged European domination in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

        3.2.3, 4, 5, 6, 7
Analyze issues such as ecological/environmental concerns, political instability and nationalism as challenges to which societies must respond.



3.3.3
Examine the effects of geography on culture.


        3.4.1, 2
Understand the Physical World and compare and interpret a wide variety of maps, graphs, illustrations and photographs.
Content Standard 4:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.

Students will:

     4.1.2, 3, 4B, 5, 6
Explain imperialism from the perspective of the colonized and the responses by the people under colonial rule.

        4.2.2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Assess the distinctive achievements of Asian Civilization.

    4.3.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Describe  the rise and achievements of African Civilizations, including but not limited to Axum, Ghana, Kush, Mali, Nubia and Songhai

          4.4.1. 2, 3, 4B
Compare the conditions, racial composition, and status of social classes, castes, and slaves in world societies and analyze changes in those elements.

     4.5.1, 2, 4A, 6, 7
Analyze causes and results of ideas regarding superiority and inferiority in society and how those ideas have changed over time. 

                     4.6.1-7
Analyze the meanings of “civilization” in different times and places and demonstrate how such meanings reflect the societies of which they are a part.

                     4.7.4A
   Research and describe the political, diplomatic and military leaders of WWII (e.g. Winston Churchill, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Emperor Hirohito, Douglas McArthur, etc.).

Content Standard 5:

Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange and consumption.

Students will:


5.1.1, 2, 3, 4
Describe the growth of the population, rural to urban migration, and growth of cities association to the Industrial Revolution.

                     5.2.1-6
Understand the connections among natural resources,




entrepreneurship, labor, and industrial economy.


         5.3.1-6
Examine how scientific and technological changes and new forms of energy brought massive social, economic change.

        5.4.1, 2, 3, 4, 6
Examine European exploration and analyze the forces that caused and allowed the acquisition of colonial possessions and trading privileges in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. 

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:


6.1.6
Characterize over time and place the interactions of world cultures.



6.2.3
Examine the causes and effects of the Russian revolution and its effect on Russia and the World.



6.3.6
Discuss human right violations and genocide.

American History Grade 11

Units of Credit: One Year (Required)

Course Overview:


This course is a survey of United States history with an emphasis on the 20th century.  The content is arranged around the six Montana Standards for Social Studies. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that we need in a changing world, the economic connections that shape our lives, and other factual information we need to know to understand social studies. Current events, and especially their connection to various aspects of American history, comprise a regular part of the course. Students develop and use a variety of skills including accessing, organizing, analyzing, applying, presenting (oral and written), and reporting information in the context of course content. Students engage in variety of learning experiences, projects, presentation (including multimedia), simulation exercises, debates and performance tasks.

Content Standard 1: 
Students will access, synthesize and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.


Students will:
1.1.1 Examine primary and secondary resources concerning the history of the United States.

1.2.1
Develop historical curiosity as a foundation for question genesis.



1.3.1
Discuss and identify the creative process that is necessary for the development of a hypothesis.

1.4.2 Discuss and identify what criteria represent.

1.5.2
Develop methods for the evaluative process.

1.6.3
Evaluate convictions and understand varying perspectives.



1.7.3
Participate in generating solutions that bring compromise to differing opinions.



1.8.3
Discover historical solutions used in problem solving.

Content Standard 2:  
Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:


2.1.1
Explain the development and adaptation of the democratic ideal as it pertains to the history of the United States.



2.2.1
Understand how political power is acquired, modified, justified, and used within the United States.



2.3.2
Develop a knowledge base of the various political systems found throughout the world.



2.4.2
Compare and contrast the democratic principles of the United States to the principles found in various foreign governments.



2.5.3
Identify people who have influenced American political, social philosophical development.



2.6.4
Evaluate the effect of American public policy upon indigenous populations.



2.7.6
Analyze differences and similarities between confliction international organizations (nation-states, economic units, terrorist organizations etc.)

Content Standard 3:  
Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).


Students will:



3.1.1
Develop mapping and geographic skills.

       3.2.2, 3, 4,5,6,7
Utilize concepts in geographic, cultural and economic geography to explain relationships in an evolving world.

Content Standard 4: 
 Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.


Students will:



4.1.1
Select and analyze documents that have influenced the political development of the United States.



4.2.2
Identify patterns of change throughout the history of the United States.



4.3.3
Identify public policy issues.



4.4.3
Discover the historical roots of public policy in the United States.



4.5.3
Develop various decision matrices in order to apply different U.S. historical ideas to one another.


    4.6.4a, 4b
Analyze the importance of significant public figures, issues, and events as they relate to the development of the dynamic scope and sequence of American history.



4.7.5
Study the effect of technology on the changing infrastructure of the United States.



4.8.6
Assimilate the impact of public policy on Native American tribes.



4.9.7
Analyze the impact of public policy on Native American tribes.

Content Standard 5:  
Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange and consumption.


Students will:


        5.1.1, 2
Analyze economic indicators to compare and contrast American historical periods, economic classes and geographic nodes.



5.3.5
Introduce basic concepts of economic systems.



5.4.6
Compare and contrast the American economic system with those of other regions.

Content Standard 6: 
Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.


Students will:



6.1.1
Evaluate the effect on individuals of social, political, and cultural groups.



6.2.2
Define identifying features and traits which characterize subgroups within American culture.



6.3.3
Analyze the impact of ethnic, national, and global influences on American society.



6.4.4
Evaluate cultural characteristics of Native American culture in general.


        6.5.5, 6
Analyze conflicts among various ethnic groups in the United States. Incorporate an analysis of the relationship between individuals and institutions in American society.

Assessment 


Assessment includes written and oral students response, rubrics, student-made products and presentations, teacher observation, objective tests, and performance assessment of learning activities and tasks.

Meeting Diverse Student needs—those with unique abilities and/or disabilities will have differentiated opportunities to achieve competencies and standards, at rates and in manners consistent with their needs. 

United States Government Grade 12

Course Objective:
U.S. Government is designed to empower students to be effective, responsible citizens of our nation and world. The content of this course is arranged around the six Ravalli County Social Studies standards. These standards include the democratic ideals that shaped us, the responsible citizenship that sustains us, the cultural diversity that enriches us, the global perspective that we need in a changing world, the geographic knowledge that enables us to understand our global environment and neighbors and the economic condition that shape our lives through this class, students are expected to develop effective citizenship skill.
Content Standard 1:

Students will access, synthesize and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.

Students will:



 1.1.1
Write a paper or prepare a presentation thoroughly analyzing or discussing a national or global issue.



1.2.2  
Analyze print media or online website for accuracy of data.  Compare and contrast two or more print topics.



1.3.3
Develop classroom projects or discussions to examine local, state, or national issues.

Content Standard 2:
Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.


Students will:


           2. 1. 1 
Identify and explain central principles of United States republican government, as expressed in the Constitution and through political traditions.


          2. 2. 2 
Analyze and compare the political ideals and systems of other cultures.


          2. 3. 3
Survey national and international leaders and determine their importance.


          2. 4. 4 
Research tribal government and analyze tribal treaties in Montana


           2. 5. 5 
Explain the intellectual and historical origins of the United States               Constitution and the Bill of Rights.


           2. 6. 5
 Review Supreme Court decisions to better understand the meaning of the Bill of Rights.


           2. 7. 6
 Use political principles to investigate and evaluate current affairs as they relate to students’ lifelong well-being.


           2. 8. 7 
 Illustrate the continuing evaluation and interpretation of human rights.

Content Standard 3:

Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).

Students will:


3.1. 1 
Use maps and globes when discussing international issues.



3.2. 3 
Investigate how human population has affected the environment.


           3. 3. 4
 Explore issues such as “war” and how environmental and economic factors play a role.



3.4. 5   Compare and contrast third world countries with those of wealth.


           3. 5. 6  
Research the impact of how the depletion of natural resources is affecting the world economy.

Content Standard 4:
Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.

Students will:



 4.1.1
Explore writings such as the Federalist Papers to determine their influence on the writing of the constitution.



4.2.2
Research how events of the 20th Century have influenced our lifestyles today.



4.3.3
Select a historical issue and develop arguments for both sides.



4.4.4
Investigate individuals and events that have had a major impact on history.



4.5.4
Analyze issues at the state and national level to form a reasoned position.



4.6.5
Explore how technology continues to change our world.



4.7.6
Research how different cultures deal with problems facing them today.



 4.8.7
Examine the various Native American tribes of Montana.


Content Standard 5:
Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange and consumption.

Students will:



 5.1.1
Compare and contrast “have” and “have not” nations.



5.2.2
Examine how economic decisions have led to unequal distribution of wealth.



5.3.3
Examine the role of government in a capitalist society.



5.4.4
Explore the relationship between democracy and capitalism.



5.5.5
Analyze the basic concepts of Macroeconomics.



5.6.6
Explore the growing globalization of economics. 

Content Standard 6:

Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.

Students will:



6.1.1
Explore how different cultures deal with economic diversity.



6.2.3
Use international events to explore culture and religion.



6.3.4
Investigate state tribes and list their contributions to Montana society.



6.4.5
Relate ethnocentrism to the treatment of various groups in the United States.



6.5.6
Investigate how individual and groups acquire power. Compare and contrast within a global context.

HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL

COURSE SYLLABUS

SUBJECT AREA: HISTORY

ELECTIVE CLASS

CREDITS: 1

COURSE TITLE: History of Western Civilization

PRE-REQUISITE: None

GRADES: 10-12

1. 
COURSE DESCRIPITON: 

Students will be exposed, and in turn tempted, to look at out modern world through the tinted lens of previous perspectives, ideologies and cultural norms.

2.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course is designed to develop an understanding in the student of the origins and development of Western Civilization. This course is an elective, which can be taken one semester, or both first and second semester.

3.
COURSE OUTLINE:


QUARTER ONE



Ch 5 The Greek City – States



Ch 6 Greece’s Golden and Hellenistic ages



Ch 7 The Roman World



QUARTER TWO



Ch 10 The Byzantine Empire and Russia



Ch 13 The Rise of the Middle Ages



Ch 14 The High Middle Ages



QUARTER THREE



Ch 15 The Renaissance and Reformation



Ch 16 Exploration and Expression



Ch 20 Enlightenment and Revolution in England and America



QUARTER FOUR



Ch 22 The Industrial Revolution



Ch 25 Nationalism in Europe



Ch 29 Nationalist Movements Around the World



Ch 30 World war II

4.
EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT METHODS: 
Student evaluation is based on daily participation in classroom activities: individual, group and class. These activities will consist of cooperative projects, presentations and debates.

5.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES/METHODS USED: 

Textbook: World History – the human journey, visuals, videos, interactive computer program, Internet support.

6.
CAREER CONNECTION: 

The knowledge of the development and expansion of government, technology, society, citizenship and science is essential in making educated decisions about our world today.

7.
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:
HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL

COUSE SYLLABUS

SBJECT AREA: Social Studies

ELECTIVE CLASS

CREDITS: 1

COURSE TITLE: Montana History

PRE- REQUISITE: None
Grades: 9-12

1.
COURSE DESCRIPITON:

At the Conclusion of the semester, the student will be able to understand and demonstrate and understanding of our state and county governments. Also the student will learn important geographical points in Montana, along with many skills. Students will also understand the heritage of our State with the Indian cultures and continuing to the present. This class in an elective class and is open to all students.

2.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:


At the conclusion of this semester, the student will be able to understand and demonstrate an understanding of our state and county governments. Also the students will learn important geographical points in Montana, along with many skills. Students will also understand the heritage of our State with the Indian cultures and continuing to the present. This course is an elective open to all high school students.

1. Student will understand and practice citizenship rights and responsibilities across various communities while understanding the historical development and contemporary impact of the principles of democracy.

2. Students will understand how culture influences and diversity contribute to human development, identify, and behavior.

3. Students will gain a historical and contemporary perspective of world interconnectedness.

4. Students will understand basic economic principles and the role economics plays in history and society.

5. Students will recognize and use appropriate geographic tools and technology.

6. Students will apply, understand synthesize and evaluate course content.

3. COURSE OUTLINE:

1. Chapter 1







4 class periods



A. Geology of Montana


2. Chapter 2







4 class periods



A. Geography of Montana



3. Chapter 3







4 class periods



A. Indian History




4. Chapter 4







4 class periods



A. Lewis and Clark-Fur trade-and New Country


5. Chapter 5







4 class periods



A. Oregon Trail and North to Montana


6. Chapter 6







4 class periods



A. Gold, Silver, Copper, and Mining


7. Chapter 7







4 class periods



A. History of Transportation


8. Chapter 8







4 class periods



A. History of Cowboys and Cattle



9. Chapter 9 







4 class periods



A. Homesteading the Prairies


10. Chapter 10







4 class periods



A. History and Business of Recreation



11. Chapter 11







4 class periods



A. History and Influence of Montana Women


12. Chapter 12







4 class periods



A. Montana Valleys: Bitterroot, Clark Fork






Flathead, Missouri, Milk, Yellowstone


13. Chapter 13







4 class periods



A: History of Banking and Finance


14. Chapter 14







4 class periods



A: Men on the Front Line


15. Chapter 15







4 class periods



A; Corporate Power, Politics and Taxation

4.
EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT METHODS:

1.
Chapter Tests


2.
Term quizzes


3.
Notebook quizzes


4.
Written role playing


5.
Current event quizzes


6.
Group activities


7.
Research paper


8.
Book reports


9.
Crossword puzzles


10.
Movie reviews


11.
Oral reports


12.
Project maps


13.
Portfolio – Montana Project May – counties and symbols (2’x3’)

5.
MATERIALS USED:

1.
Textbook- Discovering Tomorrow Through Yesterday –Montana History


2.
Test Generator- Discovering Tomorrow Through Yesterday –Montana History


3.
Map Activities - Discovering Tomorrow Through Yesterday –Montana History


4.
Crossword puzzle – Hooked on American History


5.
Computer lab – research


6.
Online – current events


7.
VCR/Television


8.
LCD – projector


9.
Library


10.
Student notebooks


11. 
Overhead projector


12.
CD player


13.
Video Presentations: Man in the Wilderness, Dances with Wolves, Lewis and Clark – Ken Burns, I Will Fight No More Forever, Charles M. Russell, Jeremiah Johnson, Paint Your Wagon

6.
CAREER CONNECTION:


1.
Understanding of local, national and world cultures in addressing modern social problems.



2.
Use a historical perspective to address social, economic, cultural and political issues of today.



3.
Apply knowledge of Montana history in determining plans of action for current and future global concerns.



4.
Analyze contemporary state issues in order to make decisions governing one’s own personal life.



5.
Practice citizenship, encourage involvement in community and school organizations, and private endeavors.



6.
Demonstrate knowledge of Montana geography.



7.
Employ research, verbal, written, and economic perspective in academic, career, and private endeavors.



8.
Make decisions based on summarizing data and evaluation possible alternatives. 

Content Standards indicate what all students should know, understand and be able to do in a specific content area.


                                       _______________________________________________





Benchmarks define our expectations for students’ knowledge, skills and abilities along a developmental continuum in each content area. That continuum is focused at three points—at the end of grade 4, the end of grade 8, and grade 12.








Content Standard 1—Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real world situations.





Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility.





Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions).





Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future perspectives and relationships.





Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption.





Content Standard 6—Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies.











Advanced	This level denotes superior performance.





Proficient	This level denotes solid academic performance for each benchmark. Students reaching this level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.





Nearing 	This level denotes that the student has partial mastery or prerequisite knowledge and Proficiency skills fundamental for proficient work at each benchmark.





Novice 	This level denotes that the student is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for work at each benchmark.
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